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Welcome to SILL’s 47th season!

This year we’re dedicating the entire Music 
Mondays series to the memory of our beloved 
June LeBell. June’s popular Music Mondays 
series has been a favorite of Sarasota music 
lovers for many years.  Ed Alley, June’s part-
ner in life and music, will carry on with the 
program that he and June planned together 
for the 2018 season.  In addition to his star-
ring role as June’s husband, Ed, a conductor, 
was manager of the New York Philharmonic and Associate Director of 
the Julliard Opera Center.  For a detailed rundown of the musical treats 
coming up this season, check the Music Mondays program on the flip 
side of this brochure. 
SILL’s Global Issues series was launched in 1972 by a group of Saraso-
tans intent on providing stimulating, informative lectures on the critical 
issues of the day.  Since then, SILL’s annual audience has grown to 
more than 45,000 at three different locations--Sarasota, Venice, and 
Lakewood Ranch. 
Our lineup this season includes six former U.S. ambassadors, including 
Dennis Ross and Christopher Hill, both experts on the Middle East.  The 
tricky topic of the Russian enigma will be addressed by hometown star 
Professor Robert Barylski, former president of SILL and Russian expert 
extraordinaire!  Perennial SILL favorite Martin Walker will give us the 
outlook from Europe.  On the domestic side legendary New York Times 
editor Hedrick Smith will focus on the Trump presidency.  Other topics 
will include: The Opioid Crisis, Robots in Our Future, Climate Change, 
and Protecting the U.S. Infrastructure. 
Whatever your interests, SILL has something for you!  And if you’d like 
to become even more involved – SILL is always looking for volunteers.  
One way or the other, please join us for the 2018 season! 
Jorie Lueloff, President
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A Message from the President

Lecture Locations and Times
SARASOTA  Monday Music sessions are held at Church of the 
Palms, 3224 Bee Ridge Rd at 10:30 am. 
Global Issues lectures are held at First United Methodist Church, 
104 S. Pineapple Ave. Lectures are at 10:30 am. Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Thursday.

LAKEWOOD RANCH  Global Issues lectures are held at Cornerstone 
Church of Lakewood Ranch, 14306 Covenant Way at 7:00 pm 
Thursday.

VENICE Monday Music sessions are held at Venice Presbyterian 
Church, 825 The Rialto at 3:00 pm.  Global Issues lectures are held 
in the Venice Community Center, 326 S. Nokomis Ave at 2:30 pm 
Tuesday and 10:00 am on Friday.

MUSIC MONDAYS
12 Lectures  January 8 - March 26, 10:30 am 

Church of the Palms, 3224 Bee Ridge Road

GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES I
12 Lectures  January 9 - March 27, 10:30 am 

First United Methodist Church, 104 S. Pineapple Ave.

GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES II
12 Lectures  January 10 - March 28, 10:30 am 
First United Methodist Church, 104 S. Pineapple Ave.

MUSIC MONDAYS
12 Lectures  January 8 - March 26, 3:00 pm 

Venice Presbyterian Church, 825 The Rialto

GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES III
12 Lectures  January 11 - March 29, 10:30 am 
First United Methodist Church, 104 S. Pineapple Ave.

GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES III
12 Lectures  January 11 - March 29, 7:00 pm 

Cornerstone Church, 14306 Covenant Way

GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES I
12 Lectures  January 9 - March 27, 2:30 pm 
Venice Community Center, 326 S. Nokomis Ave.

GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES III
12 Lectures  January 12 - March 30, 10:00 am 

Venice Community Center, 326 S. Nokomis Ave.
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Global Issues Series I
Tuesdays, 10:30 am

Sarasota Program
First United Methodist Church

– JANUARY 9 –
Delivering on the Constitution’s Aspirations

- Aligning Security and Privacy
Prof. Chris Inglis will describe the mission, capabilities, and proce-
dures which ensure the National Security Agency (NSA) conducts its 
foreign intelligence mission while protecting privacy. He will describe 
the constitutional framing, legal precedents, and operational controls 
in place at NSA before and after Snowden, along with lessons learned 
on all sides.

– JANUARY 16 –
U.S. Foreign Policy after One Year

of President Donald Trump’s Leadership
NATO and the European Union, Russia and Ukraine, North Korea, 
the Middle East, and other hotspots form a virtual cauldron which 
cannot be relegated to the back-burner. Amb. Christopher Hill will 
review how these hotspots will be addressed/resolved through Trump’s 
unconventional approach.

– JANUARY 23 –
Robot Nation: Synergy between Man and Machine

Robots are no longer science fiction. Robots have arrived. Sasha Hoff-
man will discuss how robots and autonomous systems are impacting 
our lives at home and work. She will walk through multiple industry ex-
amples from surveillance to construction and discuss what lies ahead 
on the cutting edge of robotic technology.

– JANUARY 30 –
The Roy Turrett Lecture

U.S. - Russia Relations: Major Power Relations
in a New World Order

A quarter century after the end of the Cold War, the world order fash-
ioned largely by U.S. leadership is challenged on many fronts. Amb. 
James Collins explains how Russia’s role in this process remains sig-
nificant and essential, but limited by real constraints. Getting the think-
ing about Russia right continues to challenge American policy makers.

– FEBRUARY 6 –
The Continuing Crisis with North Korea

World attention continues to focus on North Korea. Many regard it as 
the potential flash point for a nuclear conflict. How did this tiny country 
get into such an important position? Amb. Donald Gregg, who refers 
to North Korea as “The longest running failure in the history of U.S. 
Intelligence”, will share his insights.

– FEBRUARY 20 –
America’s Collapsing Democracy

American democracy rests on supportive institutions – governing, 
elections, justice, economic and education systems, and compe-
tent news media. Each has failed to support our democracy. Trust in 
democracy is falling and for millions of Americans in 2016, voting was 
a protest. Mickey Edwards will address what will happen if we do not 
repair those systems.

– FEBRUARY 27 –
Governing a Prosperous North America:
Canada, Mexico, and the United States

Dr. Jorge Dominguez will examine issues affecting all of North Amer-
ica. These include trade, migration, drug trafficking, terrorism, tourism, 
and border waters. How should Canada, Mexico, and the United States 
deal with these issues?

– MARCH 6 –
Green Card Stories

Immigration expert Prof. Stephen Yale-Loehr will put a human face 
on immigration, moving the debate beyond divisive politics and into 
the landscape of everyday America. He will look at individual cases to 
illustrate how immigrants are contributing to our nation today.

– MARCH 13 –
How We Win

Farah Pandith will describe the challenging environment that has 
allowed extremist ideologies to propagate and garner adherents. 
Based on her experience in government and the private sector, she will 
describe how entrepreneurs, political visionaries, enlightened business 
leaders, and social media mavens can defeat this extremist threat.

– FEBRUARY 13 –
Understanding Iran’s Foreign Policy

Dr. Mohsen Milani will explain how the Islamic Republic defines and 
defends its national interests. He will discuss tensions between Islamic 
revolutionary idealism and traditional Iranian state interests. Iran seeks 
improving relations with U.S. allies but Iranian revolutionary rallies still 
chant the slogans of 1979 against Zionism and American imperialism.

– MARCH 20 –
Why and How Americans Should Think About Their Cybersecurity
Americans rely on the Internet in their personal, professional, and even 
civic lives. This dependency makes us vulnerable to cyber-attack. The 
attackers are states, criminals, and hacktavists. In order to act to miti-
gate risk, Suzanne Spaulding will suggest that the prudent response 
is to understand threats, our vulnerabilities, and the negative conse-
quences.

– MARCH 27 –
Turkey’s Descent to Authoritarianism:

Political Islam or the Corruption of Power?
In Turkey an Islamist party was repeatedly democratically elected to 
government. Ms. Amberin Zaman will discuss the effect its descent 
into authoritarianism has on Muslim political movements worldwide. 
Does it demonstrate the way for democracy to promote an Islamic 
agenda or, that unchallenged power corrupts and political Islam is 
incompatible with pluralism and democracy?
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Global Issues Series II
Wednesdays, 10:30 am

Sarasota Program 
First United Methodist Church

– JANUARY 10 –
The Snowden Controversy - A View from a Real Insider on the 

Snowden Leaks and Their Aftermath
The 2013 Snowden leaks had a major impact on the National Security 
Agency (NSA) leadership and its mission. Prof. Chris Inglis, one of 
those NSA leaders, will explain NSA’s purpose, means, and the controls 
in place to oversee the NSA’s foreign intelligence mission, and the im-
port, impact, and aftermath of Snowden’s allegations.

– JANUARY 17 –
How Policy Is Made in Washington, D.C.

Amb. Christopher Hill will review the foreign policy process in the 
Trump Administration. He will address questions such as: Who is seat-
ed at the table? Who are the stakeholders and power brokers? Does the 
U.S. Department of State have a future?

– JANUARY 24 –
Intelligent Transportation Systems Redefined

Autonomous. Integrated. Shared. Data. Security. Connected. Infrastruc-
ture. Where is technology driving transportation and what’s in store for 
moving people and goods? Sasha Hoffman will examine global trends 
in urban mobility, smart cities, and life beyond the personal automobile 
and self-driving cars.

– JANUARY 31 –
Russia and its Neighbors: The Search for Stability

Twenty Five Years after Empire
Russia’s relations with its neighbors remain uncertain and Moscow’s 
quest for a sphere of influence remains a source of instability for 
the broader Euro-Atlantic and global order. Amb. James Collins will 
describe how this issue has bedeviled U.S.- Russian relations as Russia 
acts in ways that challenge fundamental principles of the Euro-Atlantic 
order.

– FEBRUARY 7 –
The White House Under Siege

As a member of the National Security Council staff, Amb. Donald 
Gregg viewed two major crises from inside the White House: the 
seizure of 66 American hostages at the U.S. embassy in Teheran and 
the Iran Contra affair. Amb. Gregg will share his insights as to how the 
White House operates when under siege.

– FEBRUARY 21 –
Does the Constitution Still Matter to Us?

Increasingly, Americans are finding the Constitution and its governance 
model inconvenient and dispensable. Voters want outcomes they prefer 
and are willing to dispense with the democratic process. Members of 
Congress abandon their constitutional obligations in deference to parti-
san loyalties. Mickey Edwards will argue that if America is exceptional 
it is because of its constitutional structure.

– FEBRUARY 28 –
Mexico Chooses a New President

Every six years, reports Dr. Jorge Dominguez, Mexicans elect their 
President and Senate for six year terms and the Federal Chamber of 
Deputies for three year terms. The leading candidate claims NAFTA was 
badly negotiated. Election fraud mars presidential elections. He boasts 
that his rallies are the biggest. Are Mexican and U.S. elections alike?

– MARCH 7 –
Our Broken Immigration System and How to Fix it

Immigration is at the forefront of U.S. politics. President Trump has 
called for building walls and imposing bans on Muslim immigrants. 
Does immigration help or hurt America? Immigration expert Prof. Ste-
phen Yale-Loehr will explain why our current immigration system 
doesn’t work and what you can do to help fix it.

– MARCH 14 –
Countering Violent Extremism During the Trump Administration

Farah Pandith has spent over a decade developing strategies to pre-
vent and defend against the spread of extremist ideology. Ms. Pandith 
will analyze the Trump administration’s programs for countering violent 
extremist actions.

– FEBRUARY 14 –
Iran’s Political and Social Evolution

Dr. Mohsen Milani has been a keen observer of Iran for decades. 
He will discuss how Iranian realities differ from the radical images of 
1979. He will compare Iranian social and political realities with those of 
others such as Saudi Arabia and ISIS. He will explain the rivalry 
between Iranian and Saudi models.

– MARCH 21 –
The Major Threats to U.S. Cybersecurity

Criminals and countries increasingly target us with malicious cyber 
activity. Russia, China, North Korea, and Iran have demonstrated com-
petence to further strategic objectives through cyber interference. This 
is a strategic global issue for the U.S. Suzanne Spaulding will describe 
the threat and ways to protect our strategic infrastructure and other 
interests.

– MARCH 28 –
Kurdish Independence: A New Order in the Middle East?

Ms. Amberin Zaman will analyze the impact of the Iraqi Kurdistan 
independence referendum on the political order in the Near East. Will it 
sow further political confusion, instability, and bloodshed? Will splitting 
away Sunni Kurds leave a mainly Shia Iraq prey to Iranian hegemony? 
Will it encourage Kurdish irredentism in Turkey, Syria, and Iran?
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Global Issues Series III
Thursdays, 10:30 am

Sarasota Program 
First United Methodist Church

– JANUARY 11 –
Providing for National Security in the Second Nuclear Age

The first nuclear age began with Hiroshima and saw five more coun-
tries acquire nuclear weapons. The second nuclear age, dating from 
the collapse of the Soviet Union, saw three more countries acquire 
these weapons. Dr. Robert Gallucci will identify the implications for 
Americans in a world of terrorist organizations and hostile states.

– JANUARY 18 –
Africa’s Challenges and Opportunities

and Why Should the United States Care?
Africa is a complex continent of 54 countries, over 2000 languages, 
some of the world’s most abundant natural resources, and the world’s 
fastest growing and most youthful population. Amb. Linda Thomas-
Greenfield will assess the role that Africa will play on the International 
stage and the policy implications for the U.S.

– JANUARY 25 –
Britain and Europe: Another Chapter of Accidents

After Britain voted to leave the EU an unexpected General Election pro-
duced an even more unexpected result. Now Britain is left with a weak 
government unable to guarantee that it can deliver anything. Prime 
Minister May promised “Strength and Stability” but the opposite is now 
true. Baroness Margaret Jay will elaborate.

– FEBRUARY 1 –
Europe - A Near-Death Experience?

Martin Walker will explain that the cardinal principle of U.S. strategy 
since 1945 has been to foster the emergence of a Europe at peace, 
whole, free, and advancing to a common democratic destiny in the 
Atlantic partnership. That strategy is now in disarray on both sides of 
the Atlantic. Can it, should it, be revived?

– FEBRUARY 8 –
Current Issues in U.S. Intelligence

Threats facing U.S. intelligence appear to have grown as cyber attacks 
and terrorism have increased. U.S. intelligence is a complex structure 
of seventeen agencies overseen but not controlled by the Director of 
National Intelligence, who works in a more partisan milieu than in the 
past. Dr. Mark Lowenthal will discuss future challenges.

– FEBRUARY 22 –
The Character of Chinese Power and What It Means for America

China’s share of global output has risen dramatically. China is now 
the world’s largest economy in terms of contribution to global growth. 
Beijing is building infrastructure both domestically and globally. 
Traditional U.S. allies must adapt to new realities. Dr. David Lampton 
will explore what this means for America and what can be done.

– MARCH 1 –
The Heroin/Opioid Epidemic and Prescription Drug Abuse

Overdose deaths have skyrocketed because of higher purity and 
increased availability. Peter Bensinger will provide a historical per-
spective on drug abuse in America. He will focus on the present heroin 
and opioid epidemic. He will discuss the roles of source countries like 
Mexico, pharmaceutical manufacturers, drug distributors, pain clinics, 
hospitals, and the illegal market.

– MARCH 8 –
Climate Change and Stability in the Mid East and N. Africa: 

Getting Hotter?
The Middle East and North Africa face projections of temperature rise, 
diminished rainfall, and sea level rise which could trigger domestic in-
stability and wars between states over diminishing water resources. 
Amb. Robert Ford will discuss how countries in the region are likely 
to react to climate change pressures and how they might reduce them.

– MARCH 15 –
Challenges for U.S. Middle East Policy

Amb. Dennis Ross will describe key challenges facing U.S. policy in 
the Middle East and the prospects for improving regional stability. His 
talk will draw on his experiences serving in high-level policy making 
roles in Democratic and Republican administrations.

– FEBRUARY 15 –
How Has President Trump Delivered for His Constituents?

Responses to tough challenges were promised by candidate Trump: 
Bring back domestic coal jobs and manufacturing jobs from over-
seas; keep American jobs in the USA; achieve 4-5% annual economic 
growth; and withdraw from or rewrite various trade agreements put-
ting “America First”. After one year, Hedrick Smith will suggest how 
he has done.

– MARCH 22 –
American Strategy in a Time of Terrorism

The United States has greatly improved its homeland security and 
counterterrorism programs and has confronted ISIS on many fronts, 
yet polling shows Americans are more concerned about terrorism than 
any other foreign policy or security challenge. Amb. Daniel Benjamin 
examines what more we could or should do. 

– MARCH 29 –
Putin, Trump, and Clinton: What Happened and What’s Next?

Dr. Robert Barylski will present a realistic assessment of Putin’s for-
eign policy. Was Putin’s meddling in U.S. elections driven by resentment 
or part of a deliberate scheme to divide the Western alliance? What 
do we need to know about Russia’s substantial and growing Muslim 
population and Islamic factors in Russian domestic and foreign policy?
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Global Issues Series III
Thursdays, 7:00 pm

Lakewood Ranch
Cornerstone Church of Lakewood Ranch

– JANUARY 11 –
Providing for National Security in the Second Nuclear Age

The first nuclear age began with Hiroshima and saw five more coun-
tries acquire nuclear weapons. The second nuclear age, dating from 
the collapse of the Soviet Union, saw three more countries acquire 
these weapons. Dr. Robert Gallucci will identify the implications for 
Americans in a world of terrorist organizations and hostile states.

– JANUARY 18 –
Africa’s Challenges and Opportunities

and Why Should the United States Care?
Africa is a complex continent of 54 countries, over 2000 languages, 
some of the world’s most abundant natural resources, and the world’s 
fastest growing and most youthful population. Amb. Linda Thomas-
Greenfield will assess the role that Africa will play on the International 
stage and the policy implications for the U.S.

– JANUARY 25 –
Britain and Europe: Another Chapter of Accidents

After Britain voted to leave the EU an unexpected General Election pro-
duced an even more unexpected result. Now Britain is left with a weak 
government unable to guarantee that it can deliver anything. Prime 
Minister May promised “Strength and Stability” but the opposite is now 
true. Baroness Margaret Jay will elaborate.

– FEBRUARY 1 –
Europe - A Near-Death Experience?

Martin Walker will explain that the cardinal principle of U.S. strategy 
since 1945 has been to foster the emergence of a Europe at peace, 
whole, free, and advancing to a common democratic destiny in the 
Atlantic partnership. That strategy is now in disarray on both sides of 
the Atlantic. Can it, should it, be revived?

– FEBRUARY 8 –
Current Issues in U.S. Intelligence

Threats facing U.S. intelligence appear to have grown as cyber attacks 
and terrorism have increased. U.S. intelligence is a complex structure 
of seventeen agencies overseen but not controlled by the Director of 
National Intelligence, who works in a more partisan milieu than in the 
past. Dr. Mark Lowenthal will discuss future challenges.

– FEBRUARY 22 –
The Character of Chinese Power and What It Means for America

China’s share of global output has risen dramatically. China is now 
the world’s largest economy in terms of contribution to global growth. 
Beijing is building infrastructure both domestically and globally. 
Traditional U.S. allies must adapt to new realities. Dr. David Lampton 
will explore what this means for America and what can be done.

– MARCH 1 –
The Heroin/Opioid Epidemic and Prescription Drug Abuse

Overdose deaths have skyrocketed because of higher purity and 
increased availability. Peter Bensinger will provide a historical per-
spective on drug abuse in America. He will focus on the present heroin 
and opioid epidemic. He will discuss the roles of source countries like 
Mexico, pharmaceutical manufacturers, drug distributors, pain clinics, 
hospitals, and the illegal market.

– MARCH 8 –
Climate Change and Stability in the Mid East and N. Africa: 

Getting Hotter?
The Middle East and North Africa face projections of temperature rise, 
diminished rainfall, and sea level rise which could trigger domestic in-
stability and wars between states over diminishing water resources. 
Amb. Robert Ford will discuss how countries in the region are likely 
to react to climate change pressures and how they might reduce them.

– MARCH 15 –
Challenges for U.S. Middle East Policy

Amb. Dennis Ross will describe key challenges facing U.S. policy in 
the Middle East and the prospects for improving regional stability. His 
talk will draw on his experiences serving in high-level policy making 
roles in Democratic and Republican administrations.

– FEBRUARY 15 –
How Has President Trump Delivered for His Constituents?

Responses to tough challenges were promised by candidate Trump: 
Bring back domestic coal jobs and manufacturing jobs from over-
seas; keep American jobs in the USA; achieve 4-5% annual economic 
growth; and withdraw from or rewrite various trade agreements put-
ting “America First”. After one year, Hedrick Smith will suggest how 
he has done.

– MARCH 22 –
American Strategy in a Time of Terrorism

The United States has greatly improved its homeland security and 
counterterrorism programs and has confronted ISIS on many fronts, 
yet polling shows Americans are more concerned about terrorism than 
any other foreign policy or security challenge. Amb. Daniel Benjamin 
examines what more we could or should do. 

– MARCH 29 –
Putin, Trump, and Clinton: What Happened and What’s Next?

Dr. Robert Barylski will present a realistic assessment of Putin’s for-
eign policy. Was Putin’s meddling in U.S. elections driven by resentment 
or part of a deliberate scheme to divide the Western alliance? What 
do we need to know about Russia’s substantial and growing Muslim 
population and Islamic factors in Russian domestic and foreign policy?
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Global Issues Series I
Tuesdays, 2:30 pm

Venice Program
Venice Community Center

– JANUARY 9 –
Delivering on the Constitution’s Aspirations

- Aligning Security and Privacy
Prof. Chris Inglis will describe the mission, capabilities, and proce-
dures which ensure the National Security Agency (NSA) conducts its 
foreign intelligence mission while protecting privacy. He will describe 
the constitutional framing, legal precedents, and operational controls 
in place at NSA before and after Snowden, along with lessons learned 
on all sides.

– JANUARY 16 –
U.S. Foreign Policy after One Year

of President Donald Trump’s Leadership
NATO and the European Union, Russia and Ukraine, North Korea, the 
Middle East, and other hotspots form a virtual cauldron which cannot 
be relegated to the back-burner. Amb. Christopher Hill will review 
how these hotspots will be addressed/resolved through Trump’s un-
conventional approach.

– JANUARY 23 –
Robot Nation: Synergy between Man and Machine

Robots are no longer science fiction. Robots have arrived. 
Sasha Hoffman will discuss how robots and autonomous systems are 
impacting our lives at home and work. She will walk through multiple 
industry examples from surveillance to construction and discuss what 
lies ahead on the cutting edge of robotic technology.

– JANUARY 30 –
The Roy Turrett Lecture

U.S. - Russia Relations: Major Power Relations
in a New World Order

A quarter century after the end of the Cold War, the world order fash-
ioned largely by U.S. leadership is challenged on many fronts. Amb. 
James Collins explains how Russia’s role in this process remains sig-
nificant and essential, but limited by real constraints. Getting the think-
ing about Russia right continues to challenge American policy makers.

– FEBRUARY 6 –
The Continuing Crisis with North Korea

World attention continues to focus on North Korea. Many regard it as 
the potential flash point for a nuclear conflict. How did this tiny country 
get into such an important position? Amb. Donald Gregg, who refers 
to North Korea as “The longest running failure in the history of U.S. 
Intelligence”, will share his insights.

– FEBRUARY 20 –
America’s Collapsing Democracy

American democracy rests on supportive institutions – governing, elec-
tions, justice, economic and education systems, and competent news 
media. Each has failed to support our democracy. Trust in democracy 
is falling and for millions of Americans in 2016, voting was a protest. 
Mickey Edwards will address what will happen if we do not repair 
those systems.

– FEBRUARY 27 –
Governing a Prosperous North America:
Canada, Mexico, and the United States

Dr. Jorge Dominguez will examine issues affecting all of North Amer-
ica. These include trade, migration, drug trafficking, terrorism, tourism, 
and border waters. How should Canada, Mexico, and the United States 
deal with these issues?

– MARCH 6 –
Green Card Stories

Immigration expert Prof. Stephen Yale-Loehr will put a human face 
on immigration, moving the debate beyond divisive politics and into 
the landscape of everyday America. He will look at individual cases to 
illustrate how immigrants are contributing to our nation today.

– MARCH 13 –
How We Win

Farah Pandith will describe the challenging environment that has al-
lowed extremist ideologies to propagate and garner adherents. Based 
on her experience in government and the private sector, she will de-
scribe how entrepreneurs, political visionaries, enlightened business 
leaders, and social media mavens can defeat this extremist threat.

– FEBRUARY 13 –
Understanding Iran’s Foreign Policy

Dr. Mohsen Milani will explain how the Islamic Republic defines and 
defends its national interests. He will discuss tensions between Islamic 
revolutionary idealism and traditional Iranian state interests. Iran seeks 
improving relations with U.S. allies but Iranian revolutionary rallies still 
chant the slogans of 1979 against Zionism and American imperialism.

– MARCH 20 –
Why and How Americans Should Think About Their Cybersecurity
Americans rely on the Internet in their personal, professional, and even 
civic lives. This dependency makes us vulnerable to cyber-attack. 
The attackers are states, criminals, and hacktavists. In order to act to 
mitigate risk, Suzanne Spaulding will suggest that the prudent 
response is to understand threats, our vulnerabilities, and the negative 
consequences.

– MARCH 27 –
Turkey’s Descent to Authoritarianism:

Political Islam or the Corruption of Power?
In Turkey an Islamist party was repeatedly democratically elected to 
government. Ms. Amberin Zaman will discuss the effect its descent 
into authoritarianism has on Muslim political movements worldwide. 
Does it demonstrate the way for democracy to promote an Islamic 
agenda or, that unchallenged power corrupts and political Islam is in-
compatible with pluralism and democracy?
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Global Issues Series III
Fridays, 10:00 am

Venice Program
Venice Community Center

– JANUARY 12 –
Providing for National Security in the Second Nuclear Age

The first nuclear age began with Hiroshima and saw five more coun-
tries acquire nuclear weapons. The second nuclear age, dating from 
the collapse of the Soviet Union, saw three more countries acquire 
these weapons. Dr. Robert Gallucci will identify the implications for 
Americans in a world of terrorist organizations and hostile states.

– JANUARY 19 –
Africa’s Challenges and Opportunities

and Why Should the United States Care?
Africa is a complex continent of 54 countries, over 2000 languages, 
some of the world’s most abundant natural resources, and the world’s 
fastest growing and most youthful population. Amb. Linda Thomas-
Greenfield will assess the role that Africa will play on the International 
stage and the policy implications for the U.S.

– JANUARY 26 –
Britain and Europe: Another Chapter of Accidents

After Britain voted to leave the EU an unexpected General Election pro-
duced an even more unexpected result. Now Britain is left with a weak 
government unable to guarantee that it can deliver anything. Prime 
Minister May promised “Strength and Stability” but the opposite is now 
true. Baroness Margaret Jay will elaborate.

– FEBRUARY 2 –
Europe - A Near-Death Experience?

Martin Walker will explain that the cardinal principle of U.S. strategy 
since 1945 has been to foster the emergence of a Europe at peace, 
whole, free, and advancing to a common democratic destiny in the 
Atlantic partnership. That strategy is now in disarray on both sides of 
the Atlantic. Can it, should it, be revived?

– FEBRUARY 9 –
Current Issues in U.S. Intelligence

Threats facing U.S. intelligence appear to have grown as cyber attacks 
and terrorism have increased. U.S. intelligence is a complex structure 
of seventeen agencies overseen but not controlled by the Director of 
National Intelligence, who works in a more partisan milieu than in the 
past. Dr. Mark Lowenthal will discuss future challenges.

– FEBRUARY 23 –
The Character of Chinese Power and What It Means for America

China’s share of global output has risen dramatically. China is now 
the world’s largest economy in terms of contribution to global growth. 
Beijing is building infrastructure both domestically and globally. Tradi-
tional U.S. allies must adapt to new realities. Dr. David Lampton will 
explore what this means for America and what can be done.

– MARCH 2 –
The Heroin/Opioid Epidemic and Prescription Drug Abuse

Overdose deaths have skyrocketed because of higher purity and 
increased availability. Peter Bensinger will provide a historical per-
spective on drug abuse in America. He will focus on the present heroin 
and opioid epidemic. He will discuss the roles of source countries like 
Mexico, pharmaceutical manufacturers, drug distributors, pain clinics, 
hospitals, and the illegal market.

– MARCH 9 –
Climate Change and Stability in the Mid East and N. Africa: 

Getting Hotter?
The Middle East and North Africa face projections of temperature rise, 
diminished rainfall, and sea level rise which could trigger domestic 
instability and wars between states over diminishing water resources. 
Amb. Robert Ford will discuss how countries in the region are likely 
to react to climate change pressures and how they might reduce them.

– MARCH 16 –
Challenges for U.S. Middle East Policy

Amb. Dennis Ross will describe key challenges facing U.S. policy in 
the Middle East and the prospects for improving regional stability. His 
talk will draw on his experiences serving in high-level policy making 
roles in Democratic and Republican administrations.

– FEBRUARY 16 –
How Has President Trump Delivered for His Constituents?

Responses to tough challenges were promised by candidate Trump: 
Bring back domestic coal jobs and manufacturing jobs from over-
seas; keep American jobs in the USA; achieve 4-5% annual economic 
growth; and withdraw from or rewrite various trade agreements put-
ting “America First”. After one year, Hedrick Smith will suggest how 
he has done.

– MARCH 23 –
American Strategy in a Time of Terrorism

The United States has greatly improved its homeland security and 
counterterrorism programs and has confronted ISIS on many fronts, 
yet polling shows Americans are more concerned about terrorism than 
any other foreign policy or security challenge. Amb. Daniel Benjamin 
examines what more we could or should do. 

– MARCH 30 –
Putin, Trump, and Clinton: What Happened and What’s Next?

Dr. Robert Barylski will present a realistic assessment of Putin’s for-
eign policy. Was Putin’s meddling in U.S. elections driven by resentment 
or part of a deliberate scheme to divide the Western alliance? What 
do we need to know about Russia’s substantial and growing Muslim 
population and Islamic factors in Russian domestic and foreign policy?
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Amb. Daniel Benjamin is the Norman E. 
McCulloch Jr. Director of the John Sloan Dickey 
Center for International Understanding. Prior to 
joining the Dickey Center in 2012,  Amb. Benjamin 
served as Ambassador-at-Large and Coordinator 
for Counterterrorism at the U.S. State Department 
where he was the principal advisor to Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton on counterterrorism. Amb. 
Benjamin was the longest serving coordinator for 

counterterrorism since that position was created. During his tenure, 
the Office of the Coordinator was elevated to become the Bureau of 
Counterterrorism. 

Prior to joining the Obama Administration, Amb. Benjamin was a senior 
fellow in Foreign Policy Studies and Director of the Center on the United 
States and Europe at the Brookings Institution. From 2001 to 2006 he 
was a senior fellow at the Center for Strategic and International Affairs 
in Washington. Prior to that, he was a Jennings Randolph Fellow at the 
United States Institute of Peace. During more than five years on the 
National Security Council staff in the 1990s, Amb. Benjamin served as 
a foreign policy speechwriter and Special Assistant to President Bill 
Clinton and as director for transnational threats. 

Amb. Benjamin was a Marshall Scholar and received a B.A. from New 
College, Oxford.

Mr. Peter B. Bensinger is a nationally rec-
ognized expert on drugs and alcohol in the work-
place. He is currently Senior Consultant at BDA | 
Morneau Shepell, a provider of employee assis-
tance programs, problem gambling services, and 
drug testing management. Mr. Bensinger served 
as Administrator of the United States Drug Enforce-
ment Administration from 1976 to 1981. During his 

tenure, heroin overdose deaths decreased by over 50% and there was 
a significant decrease in the number of Americans using illegal drugs. 
Prior to his appointment in Washington, he served as Director of the 
Illinois Department of Corrections with direct responsibility for all peni-
tentiaries, reformatories, training schools, and parole supervision. 

Mr. Bensinger was awarded the Distinguished Service Award by the 
National Governors Association for outstanding service to State Gov-
ernment and the first Lifetime Achievement Award from the Association 
of Former Federal Narcotic Agents and the U.S. Drug Enforcement Edu-
cational Foundation. In recognition of his leadership efforts to combat 
drug abuse, the Mayor and City Council of Chicago declared August 10, 
2006 “Peter Bensinger Day in Chicago.” 

Mr. Bensinger has appeared as a guest on Face the Nation, Meet the 
Press, Good Morning America, Oprah, The O’Reilly Factor, and Night-
line. He is a graduate of Yale University.

Amb. James F. Collins is Senior Associ-
ate, Russia and Eurasia Program and Diplomat 
in Residence at the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. He was U.S. Ambassador to 
the Russian Federation from 1997 to 2001. Prior 
to this he served as Ambassador-At-Large and 
Special Adviser to the Secretary of State for the 
newly independent states in the mid-1990s. In 
addition, he held positions at the U.S. embassy in 

Amman, Jordan, and the consulate general in Izmir, Turkey. 

Amb. Collins has been active on boards of non-profit organizations con-
cerned with U.S. foreign policy and U.S. relations with Russia, Eastern 
Europe, and Eurasia. He has served as a member of the board of the 
U.S.-Russia Business Council, the American Academy of Diplomacy, the 
Open World Leadership Center, and American Councils for International 
Education. He is also a member of the Advisory Board of the Civilian 
Research and Development Foundation and the Library of Foreign Lit-
erature in Moscow. 

Before joining the State Department, Amb. Collins taught Russian and 
European history, American government, and economics at the U.S. 
Naval Academy. He graduated from Harvard University cum laude and 
holds a master’s degree and Certificate from the Russian and East 
European Institute at Indiana University.

Dr. Robert Barylski is a retired associate 
professor in the Department of Government and 
International Relations at USF Sarasota and former 
Dean of the university. An expert on civil-military 
relations in Russia, he is the author of The Soldier 
in Russian Politics 1988-1996: Duty, Dictatorship 
and Democracy under Gorbachev and Yeltsin.

Dr. Barylski travels to Russia frequently and 
speaks and writes on political and economic reconstruction in the for-
mer Soviet Union. He is particularly interested in the development of oil 
resources in Russia and the newly independent nations on its borders. 
In recent years, he has become one of the leading experts on Russian 
policy towards states and peoples of Islamic heritage. He has made 
occasional expert contributions to the Voice of America for broadcast to 
the greater Caspian region and participated in U.S. policy symposia at 
the U.S. Central Command. 

Dr. Barylski holds an undergraduate degree in political science from 
Brown University and graduate degrees in Russian area studies and 
political science from Harvard. He has previously spoken to SILL audi-
ences on the rise of tycoons in the Russian economy and the relation-
ships between Russia, China, and Iran.

About Our Speakers About Our Speakers



G18 G19

About Our Speakers About Our Speakers

Mickey Edwards is Vice President of the 
Aspen Institute and serves as Director of the Aspen 
Institute’s Rodel Fellowships in Public Leadership. 
He has been a regular political commentator on 
National Public Radio’s All Things Considered and 
a weekly political columnist for the Chicago Tri-
bune and Los Angeles Times. His latest book, The 
Parties Versus the People, was published by Yale 
University Press.

Mr. Edwards served as a Republican member of Congress for 16 years 
where he was a member of the House Republican Leadership and a 
member of the Appropriations and Budget committees. After leaving 
the Congress, he taught for 11 years at Harvard University’s John F. 
Kennedy School of Government and for five years as a lecturer at Princ-
eton’s Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs. He 
co-chaired task forces on judicial independence and the war power, 
and served on the American Bar Association Task Force on Presidential 
Signing Statements and the American Society of International Law Task 
Force on the International Criminal Court. 

Mr. Edwards holds a B.A. in Journalism from the University of Oklahoma 
and a J.D. from Oklahoma City University School of Law.

Dr. Robert L. Gallucci is a Distinguished Pro-
fessor in the Practice of Diplomacy at Georgetown 
University’s Walsh School of Foreign Service, and 
the Chairman of the U.S.-Korea Institute at Johns 
Hopkins University’s School of Advanced Interna-
tional Studies. He is co-author of Going Critical: 
The First North Korean Nuclear Crisis and author of 
Neither Peace Nor Honor: The Politics of American 

Military Policy in Viet-Nam.

From 2015 until 2016 Dr. Gallucci was Director of the Kluge Center at 
the Library of Congress, and from 2009 until 2014 he was President 
of the MacArthur Foundation. During the previous thirteen years, Dr. 
Gallucci was the Dean of the School of Foreign Service at Georgetown 
University. This followed more than twenty years of service with the U.S. 
government and international organizations where he held positions as 
Ambassador-at-Large, Assistant Secretary of State for Political-Military 
Affairs, Deputy Executive Chairman of the UN Commission charged with 
the disarmament of Iraq after the first Gulf War, and Deputy Director 
General of the Multinational Force and Observers - the Sinai peace-
keeping force. 

Dr. Gallucci holds a B.A. from Stony Brook University and an M.A. and 
Ph.D. from Brandeis University. 

Amb. Robert Ford completed a 30-year career 
with the Peace Corps and the U.S. Department of 
State in April 2014. He was the Yale University 
Kissinger Fellow in 2015-2016 and now teaches 
at Yale’s Jackson Institute for Global Studies. He 
is also a Senior Fellow at the Middle East Institute 
in Washington where he writes and speaks about 
Syria, Iraq, and North Africa. 

Amb. Ford was the U.S. Ambassador to Syria (2011-2014). In 2014 he 
received the Distinguished Service award, the State Department’s high-
est award. He received the Profile in Courage award in 2012 from the 
John F. Kennedy Library in Boston for his human rights work and a 
Presidential Honor award in 2012 for his stewardship of the American 
Embassy in Damascus during a crisis period. Amb. Ford was the U.S. 
Ambassador to Algeria (2006-2008) and also served five years in Iraq, 
helping the Iraqis establish their permanent government through three 
rounds of elections. 

Amb. Ford has appeared on CNN, PBS, MSNBC, Fox, NPR, and the BBC 
Arabic networks speaking in Arabic. He taught at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity in Baltimore and is a devoted fan of the Baltimore Orioles. Amb. 
Ford holds a B.A. and an M.A. from Johns Hopkins. 

Dr. Jorge I. Domínguez is Antonio Madero 
Professor for the Study of Mexico and chair of the 
Harvard Academy for International and Area Stud-
ies. He is the author or editor of Mexico’s Evolv-
ing Democracy: A Comparative Study of the 2012 
Elections; Handbook of Latin America in the World; 
Constructing Democratic Governance in Latin 
America, 4th ed.; Cuban Economic and Social 
Development: Policy Reforms and Challenges in 

the 21st Century; Debating U.S.-Cuban Relations: Shall We Play Ball?; 
Contemporary U.S.-Latin American Relations: Cooperation or Conflict in 
the 21st Century; and many other books and articles on domestic and 
international politics in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

A past president of the Latin American Studies Association and a past 
board chairman of the Latin American Scholarship Program of Ameri-
can Universities, Dr. Dominguez currently serves on the editorial boards 
of Political Science Quarterly, Foreign Affairs Latinoamérica, Cuban 
Studies, Foro Internacional, and the Journal of Cold War Studies. He 
was series editor for the Peabody Award-winning Public Broadcasting 
System television series “Crisis in Central America.”

Dr. Dominguez holds a B.A. from Yale University and an M.A. and Ph.D. 
from Harvard University. His current research focuses on the interna-
tional relations and domestic politics of Latin American countries.
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Prof. John (Chris) Inglis is a former Deputy 
Director of the National Security Agency (NSA). The 
NSA has responsibility for monitoring, collecting, 
and processing data for foreign intelligence and 
counter-intelligence purposes. Their specialty 
is signals intelligence and the protection of U.S. 
communications networks and information sys-
tems. The majority of their work is clandestine. 
Although it does not collect human-source intel-

ligence, the NSA has been involved in public controversy because of 
the incidental collection and storage of U.S. citizens’ data as part of its 
worldwide information responsibility. 

Prof. Inglis graduated from the U.S. Air Force Academy in 1976. His 
post-graduate education includes a M.S. in Mechanical Engineering 
from Columbia University (1977), M.S. in Computer Science, Johns 
Hopkins University (1984), professional degree in Computer Science, 
George Washington University (1990). He is a Brigadier General in the 
Air National Guard, qualified as a command pilot. He served as visiting 
professor, computer science, at the U.S. Military Academy and the U.S. 
Naval Academy. 

Sasha Hoffman is the Chief Operating Offi-
cer of Piaggio Fast Forward. Founded as a new 
company of the Piaggio Group in 2015, PFF builds 
robots and lightweight transportation solutions 
that help people move better, further, faster, and 
more enjoyably. She leads a team that built the 
first ever cargo-carrying consumer robot that can 
follow a human operator. 

Ms. Hoffman frequently lectures at Northeastern University, Yale, and 
speaks around the world. She’s been featured in Wired, Techcrunch, 
IEEE, and the Huffington Post. Prior to PFF she was Head of Business 
Development for Plastiq, a venture-backed payments startup. Prior to 
that she worked as an investment banker in the technology group at 
Goldman Sachs, Barclays Capital, and Lehman Brothers. She worked 
on transactions worth more than $100 billion including several high-
profile IPOs and M&A deals for such clients as Facebook, Yelp, and 
SanDisk. Before her career in finance she worked at Gucci Group (now 
PPR Luxury Group) and designed luxury business bags for women. 

Ms. Hoffman holds a B.A. summa cum laude from UCLA.

Amb. Christopher R. Hill is the Dean of the 
Josef Korbel School of International Studies at 
The University of Denver, a position he has held 
since September 2010. In addition to overseeing 
the Josef Korbel School, he is author of Outpost: 
Life on the Frontlines of American Diplomacy: 
A Memoir and a monthly columnist for Project 
Syndicate. He also speaks on international affairs.  

Amb. Hill is a former career diplomat and a four-time ambassador. His 
last post was as Ambassador to Iraq, April 2009 until August 2010. Prior 
to Iraq, he served as Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and 
Pacific Affairs (2005-2009) during which he was also the head of the 
U.S. delegation to the Six Party Talks on the North Korean nuclear issue. 
Earlier, he was the U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Korea. Previ-
ously he served as U.S. Ambassador to Poland (2000-2004), Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Macedonia (1996-1999), and Special Envoy 
to Kosovo (1998-1999). Amb. Hill also served as a Special Assistant to 
the President and a Senior Director on the staff of the National Security 
Council (1999-2000).

Amb. Hill holds a B.A. from Bowdoin College and a master’s degree 
from the Naval War College.

Amb. Donald P. Gregg served as U.S. 
Ambassador to Korea from 1989 to 1993. Before 
that he had a long career as an operations officer 
in the Central Intelligence Agency. He served for 31 
years in many countries including Burma, Japan, 
Viet Nam, and Korea. He is chairman emeritus of 
The Korea Society in New York and chair of the 
Pacific Century Institute in Los Angeles, and has 
written a book about his colorful career called Pot-

shards: Fragments of a Life Lived in the CIA, the White House and the 
Two Koreas. In 2016  Amb. Gregg published Scarred Double Eagle, the 
story of a twenty dollar gold piece dated 1862.

Amb. Gregg joined the staff of the National Security Council in 1979, 
where he was in charge of intelligence activities and Asian policy 
affairs. He then served as National Security Advisor to President George 
H. W. Bush.

Amb. Gregg has received many awards for public service including the 
Secretary of Defense Award for Outstanding Public Service. He gradu-
ated from Williams College in 1951. 

For more speaker and topic details visit our website
www.sillsarasota.org

941-365-6404



Dr. David M. Lampton is Hyman Professor 
and Director of China Studies at the Johns Hop-
kins School of Advanced International Studies. 
Formerly president of the National Committee on 
United States-China Relations, he is the author of 
many books including The Three Faces of Chinese 
Power: Might, Money, and Minds (University of 
California Press, 2008). His newest book, Follow-
ing the Leader: Ruling China, from Deng Xiaoping 

to Xi Jinping, was published by University of California Press in January 
2014.

Dr. Lampton has previously headed the China Studies Programs at the 
American Enterprise Institute and at The Nixon Center (now The Center 
for National Interest). He worked at the National Academy of Sciences 
and started his teaching career at Ohio State University.   

Dr. Lampton received his B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. from Stanford Univer-
sity. He has an honorary doctorate from the Russian Academy of Sci-
ences’ Institute of Far Eastern Studies, is an Honorary Senior Fellow of 
the American Studies Institute of the Chinese Academy of Social Sci-
ences, was the inaugural winner of the Scalapino Prize in July 2010, 
and is a Gilman Scholar at Johns Hopkins.
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Dr. Mark Lowenthal is an author and adjunct 
professor at the Krieger School of Arts and Sci-
ences at Johns Hopkins University in Washington, 
D.C. Dr. Lowenthal has written five books and over 
90 articles or studies on intelligence and national 
security. His book Intelligence: From Secrets to 
Policy has become a standard undergraduate and 
graduate text.

In 2005, Dr. Lowenthal retired from a career working with the United 
States Intelligence Community as a recognized national security affairs 
expert. He is the former Assistant Director of Central Intelligence for 
Analysis and Production and former Vice Chairman for Evaluation on 
the National Intelligence Council (2002-2005). As Assistant Director, 
he was instrumental in having the Intelligence Community adopt the 
framework that provides guidance on the priorities of the President for 
intelligence collection requirements, which is the basis upon which all 
analysis and production decisions are made. He has also served in the 
U.S. State Department’s Bureau of Intelligence and Research (INR) as 
both an office director and as a Deputy Assistant Secretary of State.

Dr. Lowenthal holds a B.A. from Brooklyn College and a Ph.D. from 
Harvard. In 1988 he was the Grand Champion on the television quiz 
show Jeopardy! 

Dr. Mohsen Milani is the Executive Director 
of the Center for Strategic & Diplomatic Studies 
and Professor of Politics at the University of South 
Florida. He served as a department chair from 
1998 to 2012.  

Dr. Milani has written more than sixty aca-
demic articles and book chapters. His book, The 
Making of Iran’s Islamic Revolution, has been 

used as required reading in many universities in the U.S., Europe, 
Japan, Canada, and Iran. His recent publications include “The Ayatol-
lah’s Game Plan” (Foreign Affairs), “Rouhani’s Foreign Policy”(Foreign 
Affairs), “The Rise and Fall of Rafsanjani” (The Atlantic), “Meet Me 
in Baghdad” (Foreign Affairs), “Iran’s U.S. Policy” (Foreign Affairs), 
“Iran’s policy toward Iraq” (book chapter), and “Iran’s Policy Toward 
Afghanistan” (Middle East Journal).   

At USF World, he has been conducting a new “Conversation Series on 
Global Security.”  Prominent experts have been invited to the program 
for in-depth conversations with him. In the last decade, he has attended 
over 100 conferences in 25 countries. He is currently writing a book 
about Iranian foreign policy.  

Born in Tehran, Dr. Milani completed his high school and higher edu-
cation in the U.S. and received his Ph.D. in political science from the 
University of Southern California.

Baroness Margaret Jay has combined 
government service, the media, and business 
into a unique career. She graduated from Oxford 
University with a degree in Politics, Philosophy, and 
Economics and began a 20-year career in broad-
casting. 

Ms. Jay was appointed a life peer in July 1992 and 
acted as an opposition Whip in the House of Lords. 

She was also appointed as the first director of the National AIDS Trust. 
Following the Labor Party election victory in 1997, she was appointed 
to Tony Blair’s government first as a Minister of State in the Department 
of Health and later to the Cabinet as Leader of the House of Lords, Lord 
Privy Seal, and Minister for Women. She played a pivotal role in the 
major reform that led to the removal of more than 660 hereditary peers 
(most of its hereditary members) from the House of Lords.

Ms. Jay left government in 2001 and serves on the board of British 
Telecom and the Independent News and Media Company. In 2007 she 
served as co-chair of the Iraq Commission. Since 2011 she has been 
Chair of the Select Committee on the Constitution in the House of Lords.

For more speaker and topic details visit our website
www.sillsarasota.org

941-365-6404
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Hedrick Smith, Pulitzer Prize-winning former 
New York Times reporter and editor and Emmy 
award-winning producer/correspondent, is one of 
America’s most distinguished journalists. His cur-
rent best-seller, Who Stole the American Dream?, 
is a portrait of the past 30 years of U.S. political and 
economic history. 

In 26 years with The New York Times, Mr. Smith 
served in Saigon, Cairo, Paris, and as bureau chief in Moscow and 
Washington. In 1971 he was on the Pulitzer Prize-winning team for 
the Pentagon Papers series. In 1974 he won the Pulitzer Prize for his 
reporting from Russia and Eastern Europe. His subsequent book,The 
Russians, was a No.1 American best-seller. President Clinton kept his 
next book, The Power Game: How Washington Works, on his bedside 
table and members of Congress used it as a political bible. 

Since 1989, Mr. Smith has created 26 prime-time PBS specials and 
mini-series on such topics as “Inside the Terror Network,” “Is Wal-Mart 
Good for America?” “The Wall Street Fix,” and “Rediscovering Dave 
Brubeck.” He has won most of television’s top awards including two 
Emmys and two Dupont-Columbia Gold batons. Mr. Smith holds a B.A. 
from Williams College and did graduate work at Oxford as a Fulbright 
Scholar.

Suzanne S. Spaulding is an attorney and 
an expert in the fields of domestic national secu-
rity and global security. Her most recent national 
security assignment was Undersecretary, National 
Protection Directorate, Department of Homeland 
Security, where her responsibilities included U.S. 
critical infrastructure protection. She retired from 
this position at the end of 2016. She is now in pri-
vate law practice as a national security consultant, 

and a Principal of the Bingham Consulting Group. 

Ms. Spaulding served as executive director of two congressional com-
mittees and Minority Staff Director of the Senate Select Intelligence 
Committee. She served as Chair, The American Bar Association Stand-
ing Committee on Law and National Security. This committee has pro-
vided important guidance and research to the private sector and the 
U.S. government on a wide range of emerging national security issues 
and the balance to be reached among government secrecy and public 
disclosure issues. 

Ms. Spaulding was one of the first women to serve in the high ech-
elons of government national security. She has encouraged and guided 
young women attorneys to specialize in national security matters. She 
holds an undergraduate degree and a law degree from the University 
of Virginia.

Amb. Dennis Ross is counselor and William 
Davidson Distinguished Fellow at The Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy since 2011. For more 
than 12 years, Amb. Ross played a leading role in 
shaping the Middle East peace process, dealing 
directly with all parties as the U.S. point man on 
the peace process in both the George H. W. Bush 
and Clinton administrations. He served two years 
as special assistant to President Obama for the 

Central Region, and a year as special advisor to Secretary of State 
Clinton. 

Prior to service as special Middle East coordinator, Amb. Ross was 
director of the State Department’s Policy Planning Staff. He played a 
prominent role in U.S. policy toward the former Soviet Union, the unifi-
cation of Germany and its integration into NATO, arms control negotia-
tions, and the 1991 Gulf War coalition. During the Reagan administra-
tion, he served as director of Near East and South Asian affairs on the 
National Security Council staff. 

A graduate of UCLA,  Amb. Ross wrote his dissertation on Soviet deci-
sion making, and served as executive director of the Berkeley-Stanford 
program on Soviet International Behavior. He received UCLA’s highest 
medal and has been named UCLA alumnus of the year. 

Farah Pandith is a diplomatic entrepreneur, 
foreign policy strategist and author. She is a world-
leading expert and pioneer on how to halt extremist 
recruitment of Muslim youth. Appointed the first-
ever special representative to Muslim communi-
ties in 2009, she served under both Secretary Clin-
ton and Secretary John Kerry. In this role, she was 
responsible for engagement with Muslims around 
the world. She served as a political appointee in the 

George H.W. Bush, George W. Bush, and Barack H. Obama administra-
tions at the National Security Council, US Agency for International Devel-
opment and US Department of State. She believes we can win the war on 
terror, “but only if we have the courage to rethink, reinvent, reimagine”. 

Since leaving government in 2014, Ms. Pandith has been advising 
governments and building innovative global programs and organiza-
tions dedicated to mobilizing youth against extremist ideologies. Ms. 
Pandith served on the Homeland Security Advisory Council from 2015-
2017. Prior to re-entering government in the aftermath of the 9/11 
attacks, Ms. Pandith was Vice President of International Business at 
ML Strategies, LLC in Boston, Massachusetts. She is a frequent media 
commentator and public speaker and an adjunct senior fellow at the 
Council on Foreign Relations and a senior fellow at Harvard University’s 
Kennedy School of Government. Her book How We Win will be released 
in early 2018.
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Martin Walker is a senior fellow of the Global 
Business Policy Council, a private think-tank for 
CEOs created by A. T. Kearney business consul-
tancy, and a senior scholar of the Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars in Washington, 
D.C. 

A distinguished journalist, he is Editor-in-Chief 
Emeritus of United Press International (UPI), and in 

a 25- year career with the Manchester Guardian newspaper served as 
bureau chief in Moscow and the United States, as well as European 
editor and assistant editor.

Mr. Walker is a regular broadcaster on the BBC, NPR and CNN, and a 
panelist on Inside Washington and The McLaughlin Report. Additionally, 
he is a senior fellow of the World Policy Institute at the New School for 
Social Research in New York, and a contributing editor of the Los Ange-
les Times Opinion section and of Europe Magazine.

Mr. Walker’s series of novels about Inspector Bruno have sold over one 
million copies worldwide and are published in 15 languages.  

Mr. Walker is a graduate of Balliol College at Oxford, England.

Amberin Zaman is a Turkish-Bangladeshi 
journalist who, since 1992, has covered Turkey 
for The Daily Telegraph, the Voice of America, The 
Washington Post, and the Los Angeles Times. She 
was most recently The Economist’s Turkey corre-
spondent from 1999-2016

In  2016 Ms. Zaman became a Public Policy Scholar 
at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for 
Scholars where she focuses on Kurdish affairs. At 

the Wilson Center she authored the paper “Leveraging Iraqi Kurdish 
Statehood: How Kurdish Independence Can Promote Democracy and 
Reduce Conflict in the Middle East.”

Ms. Zaman writes a regular column for Al-Monitor, a Washington D.C.-
based online news outlet covering the Middle East. She has written 
regular columns for Turkish media outlets Taraf and Haberturk, and 
most recently the independent Turkish online news portal Diken.

Ms. Zaman was born in New York City and studied in Switzerland.

Prof. Steve Yale-Loehr has practiced immi-
gration law for over 30 years. He teaches at Cornell 
Law School as Professor of Immigration Practice. 
He is also a non-resident Fellow at the Migration 
Policy Institute in Washington, D.C., and chairs the 
asylum committee of the American Immigration 
Lawyers Association (AILA).

Prof. Yale-Loehr practiced international trade and 
immigration law at a large law firm in Washington, D.C. He is co-author 
of Immigration Law and Procedure, the leading treatise on U.S. immi-
gration law, and was managing editor of Interpreter Releases and 
executive editor of Immigration Briefings, two leading immigration law 
publications. 

Prof. Yale-Loehr is also co-author or editor of Green Card Stories; Amer-
ica’s Challenge: Domestic Security, Civil Liberties and National Unity 
After September 11; Balancing Interests: Rethinking the Selection of 
Skilled Immigrants; Global Business Immigration Practice Guide; J Visa 
Guidebook; Understanding the Immigration Act of 1990; Understanding 
the 1986 Immigration Law, and numerous law review articles. 

Prof. Yale-Loehr received his B.A. and J.D. cum laude from Cornell 
University. He was editor-in-chief of the Cornell International Law 
Journal.

Amb. Linda Thomas-Greenfield is cur-
rently serving as a Senior Fellow at Georgetown 
University Institute for the Study of Diplomacy. 
Prior to this she was Assistant Secretary of State 
for the Bureau of African Affairs (2013-2017) 
and Director General of the Foreign Service and 
the Head of Human Resources (2012-2013). She 
served as Ambassador to Liberia (2008-2012). 

Amb. Thomas-Greenfield’s 35-year foreign service career also includes 
service as Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Bureau of 
African Affairs, Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Bureau of Population, 
Refugees, and Migration. Earlier in her career she had assignments in 
Jamaica, Nigeria, The Gambia, Kenya, Pakistan, Switzerland, at the U.S. 
Mission to the United Nations, and in Washington. 

Amb. Thomas-Greenfield is the recipient of several Meritorious and 
Superior Honor Awards from the Department of State. In 2012 she was 
recognized as a Louisiana Legend by Louisiana Public Broadcasting. 
She was the 2000 recipient of the Warren Christopher Award for Out-
standing Achievement in Global Affairs and in 2010 she was inducted 
into the Louisiana State University Alumni Hall of Distinction. 

Amb. Thomas-Greenfield holds a bachelor’s degree from Louisi-
ana State University and a master’s degree from the University of 
Wisconsin.

For more speaker and topic details visit our website
www.sillsarasota.org

941-365-6404
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Celebrate the joy of learning throughout the year with a vibrant 
selection of classes, workshops, lectures, exhibitions and travel 
opportunities open to the general community. 

CONTINUING STUDIES 

ART AND DESIGN CLASSES  +  WORKSHOPS 
+  LECTURES  +  CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS 

Realize the power of creativity in traditional studio and digital arts 
courses designed for beginning to advanced artists of all ages. 

2700 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota
www.ringling.edu/ContinuingStudies   •   941-955-8866

LIFELONG LEARNING ACADEMY 
COURSES  +  EDUCATIONAL TRAVEL  
+  LECTURES  +  SPECIAL EVENTS 

Providing noncredit courses, lectures and educational travel for those 
ages 50 and over who are engaged in learning for the pure joy of it. 

Located on the campuses of 
Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota 
Academy East at State College of Florida, 7131 Professional Parkway, E., 
Lakewood Ranch 
www.rclla.org   •   941-309-5111

ENGLEWOOD ART CENTER   

EXHIBITIONS  +  CLASSES 
+  WORKSHOPS  +  SPECIAL EVENTS
Featuring galleries, studio classrooms, a pottery studio, a digital  
media studio, and a lending library. 

350 South McCall Road, Englewood 
www.ringling.edu/EAC   •   941-474-5548

CLASSES & WORKSHOPS FOR THE COMMUNITY

Ringling College of Art + Design
SCHOOL OF CONTINUING STUDIES

EXPLORE 
CREATE 
DISCOVER
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MUSIC FINE ARTS SERIES 
2017  - 18 

First Church Sarasota 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
104 South Pineapple Avenue • (941) 955-0935

TICKETS
www.firstsrq.com/music/fine-arts-series

U. S. Army Chorus in Concert
November 11 ♦ 4 pm ♦ FREEWILL OFFERING

In Commemoration of Veterans Day

Handel’s Messiah: A Masterpiece in 22 days
November 13 ♦ 7 pm ♦ FREEWILL OFFERING

 Presented by Dr. Richard Benedum, 
Professor Emeritus - University of Dayton

Annual Christmas Concert & Carol Sing 
December 17 ♦ 7 pm ♦ FREEWILL OFFERING 

 Music from the Heart ~ A Ceremony of Carols

Duo-B
January 27 ♦ 4 pm ♦ $15 Ticket Donation

 Violinist Hirono Sugimoto Borter and  Cellist Philip Lawrence Borter 
Winners of the prestigious Eastman Concerto Competition

Washington Saxophone Quartet 
February 24 ♦ 4 pm ♦ $15 Ticket Donation

Most widely heard saxophone quartet in the United States!

Ditch "singing". Go with 
Mahler, Debussy, Spirituals
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Venice 
Music Mondays

Venice Presbyterian Church
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Global Issues Series I 
Tuesday

Global Issues Series III 
Friday
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	 Rafael Davila,
	 Tenor

	 Justino Diaz,
	 Baritone

	 Warren Jones,
	 Collaborative Pianist
	 and Coach

16

26

	 Bruce Adolphe,
	 Composer-Pianist

	 Ji,
	 Pianist

	 Bella Hristova,
	 Violinist

	 Daniel Jordan,
	 Violinist

	 Ashu,
	 Saxophonist

	 Jenny Kim-Godfrey,
	 Soprano

	 Jamie Bernstein,
	 Narrator and Lecturer

	 John Miller,
	 Bassist

	 Narek Arutyunian,
	 Clarinetist

	 Delivering on the		
	 Constitution’s Aspirations
- Aligning Security and Privacy
	 Chris Inglis

	 U.S. Foreign Policy after 	
	 One Year of President 	
Donald Trump’s Leadership
	 Christopher Hill

	 Robot Nation: Synergy 	
	 between Man and Machine
	 Sasha Hoffman

	 The Continuing Crisis
	 with North Korea
	 Donald Gregg

	 Understanding Iran’s 	
	 Foreign Policy
	 Mohsen Milani

	 America’s Collapsing 	
	 Democracy
	 Mickey Edwards

	 Governing a Prosperous 	
	 North America: Canada, 
Mexico, and the United States
	 Jorge Dominguez

	 How We Win
	 Farah Pandith

	 Green Card Stories 
	 Stephen Yale-Loehr

	 Why and How Americans 		
	 Should Think About
	 Their Cybersecurity
	 Suzanne Spaulding

	 Turkey’s Descent to
	 Authoritarianism: Political 
Islam or the Corruption of Power?   	
	 Amberin Zaman

	 U.S. - Russia Relations: 	
	 Major Power Relations
	 in a New World Order
	 James Collins

	 Africa’s Challenges and 	
	 Opportunities and Why 	
Should the United States Care?
	 Linda Thomas-Greenfield

	 Europe - A Near-Death 	
	 Experience?
	 Martin Walker

	 The Heroin/Opioid 	
	 Epidemic and Prescription 	
	 Drug Abuse
	 Peter Bensinger

	 Challenges
	 for U.S. Middle East Policy
	 Dennis Ross

	 Climate Change and 	
	 Stability in the Mid East 	
and N. Africa: Getting Hotter?
	 Robert Ford

	 American Strategy
	 in a Time of Terrorism
	 Daniel Benjamin

	 The Character of Chinese 		
	 Power and What It Means 		
	 for America
	 David Lampton

	 Current Issues
	 in U.S. Intelligence
	 Mark Lowenthal

	 How Has President Trump 	
	 Delivered
	 for His Constituents?
	 Hedrick Smith

	 Britain and Europe:
	 Another Chapter
	 of Accidents
	 Margaret Jay

	 Providing for National 		
	 Security in the Second
	 Nuclear Age
	 Robert Gallucci

	 Providing for
	 National Security in the
	 Second Nuclear Age
	 Robert Gallucci

	 Africa’s Challenges and
	 Opportunities and Why 	
Should the United States Care?
	 Linda Thomas-Greenfield

	 Britain and Europe:
	 Another Chapter	
	 of Accidents
	 Margaret Jay

	 Europe - A Near-Death
	 Experience?
	 Martin Walker

	 The Character of Chinese 	
	 Power and What It Means 	
	 for America
	 David Lampton

	 Challenges
	 for U.S. Middle East Policy
	 Dennis Ross

	 Climate Change and 	
	 Stability in the Mid East 	
and N. Africa: Getting Hotter?
	 Robert Ford

	 American Strategy
	 in a Time of Terrorism
	 Daniel Benjamin

	 Putin, Trump, and Clinton:
	 What Happened
	 and What’s Next?
	 Bob Barylski

	 Putin, Trump, and Clinton:
	 What Happened
	 and What’s Next?
	 Bob Barylski

	 How Has
	 President Trump Delivered 		
	 for His Constituents?
	 Hedrick Smith

	 The Heroin/Opioid 	
	 Epidemic and Prescription 	
	 Drug Abuse
	 Peter Bensinger

	 Current Issues
	 in U.S. Intelligence
	 Mark Lowenthal

Lakewood Ranch 
Thursdays, 7:00 pm

Cornerstone Church of Lakewood Ranch
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	 The Snowden Controversy - A 	
	 View from a Real Insider on the 
Snowden Leaks and its Aftermath
	 Chris Inglis

	 Africa’s Challenges and 		
	 Opportunities and Why 		
Should the United States Care?
	 Linda Thomas-Greenfield

	 Europe - A Near-Death
	 Experience?
	 Martin Walker

	 The Heroin/Opioid Epidemic 	
	 and Prescription Drug Abuse
	 Peter Bensinger

	 Challenges
	 for U.S. Middle East Policy
	 Dennis Ross

	 Climate Change and 		
	 Stability in the Mid East
	 and N. Africa: Getting Hotter?
	 Robert Ford

	 American Strategy
	 in a Time of Terrorism
	 Daniel Benjamin

	 Putin, Trump, and Clinton: 		
	 What Happened
	 and What’s Next?
	 Bob Barylski

	 The Character
	 of Chinese Power and
	 What It Means for America
	 David Lampton

	 Current Issues
	 in U.S. Intelligence
	 Mark Lowenthal

	 How Has President Trump 		
	 Delivered for
	 His Constituents?
	 Hedrick Smith

	 Britain and Europe: Another 	
	 Chapter of Accidents
	 Margaret Jay

	 Providing for National 		
	 Security in the Second 		
	 Nuclear Age
	 Robert Gallucci

	 How Policy Is Made
	 in Washington, D.C.
	 Christopher Hill

	 Intelligent Transportation 		
	 Systems Redefined
	 Sasha Hoffman

	 Russia and its Neighbors:
	 The Search for Stability 		
Twenty Five Years after Empire
	 James Collins

	 Our Broken Immigration 		
	 System and How to Fix it 
	 Stephen Yale-Loehr

	 The Major Threats
	 to U.S. Cybersecurity
	 Suzanne Spaulding

	 Kurdish Independence: A New 	
	 Order in the Middle East?
	 Amberin Zaman

	 Mexico Chooses
	 a New President
	 Jorge Dominguez 

	 Iran’s Political
	 and Social Evolution
	 Mohsen Milani

	 The White House
	 Under Siege
	 Donald Gregg

9

16

23

30

13

6

20

27

13

6

20

27

	 Delivering on the
	 Constitution’s Aspirations - 	
	 Aligning Security and Privacy
	 Chris Inglis

	 U.S. Foreign Policy after
	 One Year of President Donald 	
	 Trump’s Leadership
	 Christopher Hill

	 Robot Nation: Synergy 		
	 Between Man and Machine
	 Sasha Hoffman

	 The Continuing Crisis
	 with North Korea
	 Donald Gregg

	 Understanding Iran’s
	 Foreign Policy
	 Mohsen Milani

	 America’s Collapsing
	 Democracy
	 Mickey Edwards

	 Governing a Prosperous
	 North America: Canada, 		
	 Mexico, and the United States
	 Jorge Dominguez

	 How We Win
	 Farah Pandith

	 Countering Violent
	 Extremism During the
	 Trump Administration
	 Farah Pandith

	 Green Card Stories 
	 Stephen Yale-Loehr

	 Why and How Americans 		
	 Should Think About
	 Their Cybersecurity
	 Suzanne Spaulding

	 Turkey’s Descent to
	 Authoritarianism: Political 
Islam or the Corruption of Power?   	
	 Amberin Zaman

	 U.S. - Russia Relations:
	 Major Power Relations
	 in a New World Order
	 James Collins

	 Does the Constitution
	 Still Matter to Us?
	 Mickey Edwards

	 Rafael Davila,
	 Tenor

	 Justino Diaz,
	 Baritone

	 Warren Jones,
	 Collaborative Pianist
	 and Coach

	 Bruce Adolphe,
	 Composer-Pianist

	 Ji,
	 Pianist

	 Bella Hristova,
	 Violinist

	 Daniel Jordan,
	 Violinist

	 Ashu,
	 Saxophonist

	 Jenny Kim-Godfrey,
	 Soprano

	 Jamie Bernstein,
	 Narrator and Lecturer

	 John Miller,
	 Bassist

	 Narek Arutyunian,
	 Clarinetist
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Bee Ridge Rd.

Proctor Rd.

S. Lockw
ood Ridge Rd.

S. Beneva Rd.

Pineapple

2nd Street

Fruitville Rd.

1st Street

Main Street

State Street

N  Lem
on  Ave.

Venice Avenue

Tampa Avenue

Milan Avenue

Turin Avenue

Nokom
is Avenue

Business 41

SILL Program Locations

First Church 
104 S. Pineapple Ave

Church of the Palms
3224 Bee Ridge Rd

Cornerstone Church
14306 Covenant Way

Venice CommunityCenter
326 S. Nokomis Ave
(next to Venice Public Library)

Venice Presbyterian Church
825 The Rialto
(south of Venice Hospital)

2

3

4

5

1

SARASOTA

1

2

4

VENICE

SARASOTA

University Parkway

    P
rofessional Pkw
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a st

Lakew
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Lorraine   Road

Firenze Ave E

Fiesole

San  Marco

The Rialto

Nokom
is  Ave S

     Business 41     S Tamiami Trail    

VENICE
HOSPITAL

       Cockrill St.

3

LAKEWOOD RANCH

VENICE

5
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		  QTY   x PRICE	    AMT.

 SARASOTA PROGRAM 

Mondays: Music Mondays	 x $85

Tuesdays: Global Issues Series I	 x $85

Wednesdays: Global Issues Series II	 x $85

Thursdays: Global Issues Series III	 x $85	

 VENICE PROGRAM

Mondays: Music Mondays	 x $85

Tuesdays: Global Issues Series I	 x $85

Fridays: Global Issues Series III 	 x $85

 LAKEWOOD RANCH PROGRAM

Thursdays: Global Issues Series III	 x $85

All series are 12 lectures
Single lectures $10 at the door 

 TICKET TOTAL 			      $

Mail Tickets	    $3

Friends of SILL (Tax Deductible Contribution)		     $	

                                      TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED		     $	

	

Subscription Ticket
Order Form

G37 G38

Share your time and talent...volunteer!

Volunteer support is paramount to SILL being in a position to continue 
offering the Global Issues and Music Series that audiences have 
enjoyed over the past 47 years.

For every lecture a full complement of volunteers is required to 
ensure everything runs smoothly. They include the parking facilita-
tors, ushers, greeters, ticket sales and/or logistics administrators, as 
well as others.

While the Global Issues and Music Series run January through March, 
the SILL Board works throughout the year in preparation for the next 
season. In many instances volunteers work directly with the SILL 
Board members in the areas of marketing, public relations, technical 
support, programming, recruitment, community outreach, and special 
events.

If you have the interest and desire to join the many volunteers who are 
already involved, and wish to learn more, please contact:

Volunteer Coordinator
sillvolunteer@gmail.com

Volunteers

Karen Allen
Elsie Appleton
Janet Ashe
Sue Banks
Maxine Becker
Donn Blodgett
Karen Brown
Theresa Bulman
Nancy Cabral
Barbara Campo
Tom Campo
Judy Carson
Edith Catler
Marvin Catler
Laurel Chase
Judy Dailey
Mike Dennis
Christine Deutsch
Adrienne Driben
Ben Eisenberg
Bill Fearen
Pat Finnerty
Barbara 
Freedman
Skylar Funkhouser
Thomas 
Gainsborough
Greg Gannon
Bob Goldschmidt
Joan Goldschmidt

Charleen Gorbet
Anton Gotlieb
Henene Gupp
Katalin Holzmann
Susan Hook
Jean Huber
Nancy Hughes
Bob Inglis
Dean Inglis
Jimmy Jewell
Joyce Jewell
Diane Kerin
Maryann Kerner
Jan LaHaie
Jim Lapides
Lucy Lapides
Rodney Leathers
CC Leslie
Arline Leven
Coke Levin
Selma Levin
Mary Litle
Sandy Livon
Louis Loeb
Tom Lordi
Elizabeth 
Lucchesi
Tom MacDonald
Ginger Maiman
Jennifer Marlow

Cort Martin
Walter Maxymuk
Betty Mayes
Shirley McGee
Chip Merrill
Suzie Merrill
Gordon 
Middlecamp
Marilyn Moist
Royce Morris
Teresa Morris
Tom Myers
Sharon Newman
Sona Nocera
Don Oakley
Marion Oakley
Elaine Piotroski
Marta Popovich
Ted Poulos
Dale Povenmire
Geri Pozzi-Gallizi
Edward Reich
Gloria Rodriguez
Dorothy Roney
Richard Rose
Susan Rose
Joe Rosenthal
Joyce Rosenthal
Liz Schreiber
Ruth Ann 

For sessions where seats are available, tickets will be sold at the door.

Visit the SILL Website
Your Source For:

• Lecture schedules
• Links to speaker associated web sites

Register Your Email Address to Get:
• Email updates on speakers and topics

• Advance notice of new programs

Throughout the season we will be adding information
to the web site, so visit it often

Schumeister
Chad Smith
Heather Smith
Marion Smith
Michael Spring
Jay Steele
Sheila Stein
Harry Stein
Bob Stewart
Carmen 
Stoeckmann
Melvin Stone
Bob Storm
Janet Storm
Heidi Tamsett
Lynn Thierry
Jewel Thompson
Leslie Warren
Diane Wendroff
Rosanna White
Jo Williams
Stan Wilton
Cathryn Yilmaz
Marsha Zed
Tom Zed



G39

Whether found at your home in the morning or  
on your iPad as you search for details  
of the movie you want to see tonight,  
our products are designed to serve as  

your trusted source for news and information  
all day, every day.

The Herald-Tribune is proud to salute the SILL and  
the solid foundation it provides for lifelong learning.

For advertising, call 941-361-4000 For subscriptions, call 941-365-6060

News.  
Your way.  
Every day. 
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Discover
How Much More

You Can Hear 

Contact: info@hlas.org
941-320-8825

www.HLAS.org

Educational Meetings
with Expert Speakers
• Every 2nd Wednesday
 1:30 PM North
 Sarasota Library
 2801 Newtown Blvd
• Feb 6, Apr 3, Aug 7,
 Oct 2, Dec 4 - 6:00 PM
 Center for Arts & Humanities
 1226 N Tamiami 

Community Outreach
• Presentations @ Community Residences
• Free Hearing Screenings
 3rd Sat - SRQ Farmers Market

Individual + Family Support
• Mentors • Rap Sessions
• Annual Hearing Tech Expo

Social Clubs with Community Access
• Captioned Movies • Looped Performing Arts
• Book Club

“Best Cause”

REGISTRATION AND BREAKFAST 
OPEN  7:15AM |  PROGRAM  7:30AM

THE FRANCIS, 1289 NORTH PALM AVENUE; DOWNTOWN SARASOTA 

FOR DATES AND TOPICS, VISIT US ONLINE  |  SRQSB2.COM

SB2 IS A BIMONTHLY REGIONAL SYMPOSIUM SERIES 
PRODUCED BY SRQ MEDIA, PUBLISHERS OF SRQ 

MAGAZINE AND SRQ DAILY. 

ANNOUNCING A 
NEW SEASON OF 
LIVELY REGIONAL 
CONVERSATION

TOP REGIONAL LEADERS | MODERATED PANEL FORMAT 
GUEST KEYNOTE SPEAKER | DEDICATED AUDIENCE Q&A

SERIES SPONSORS

TRANSFORM YOUR A.M.
JOIN US IN SEPT – NOV – JAN – MARCH  – MAY – JULY   |   BREAKFASTS AT THE FRANCIS 

Share. Illuminate. Collaborate.

JOIN SRQ | THE MAGAZINE FOR A SERIES OF DYNAMIC 
SYMPOSIUMS ON KEY REGIONAL ISSUES

We invite you to join us for lively conversation on 
key trends in economic, philanthropic, cultural, tourist, 

community, education and business development 
issues in Sarasota and Bradenton.

 SEPTEMBER 22, 2016
GOOD GROWTH:

Drivers of the Regional Economy 

NOVEMBER 17, 2016
GOOD COAST:

A Good Place to Work, 
Live, Play and Give

JANUARY 26, 2017
GOOD EDUCATION:

Innovative Learning for a Lifetime

MARCH 30, 2017
GOOD CULTURE:
Burgeoning Arts

 MAY 18, 2017
GOOD VISITORS:

Catalyzing Our Tourism Economy

JULY 27, 2017
GOOD HAND:

Building Capacity in Our 
Independent Sector 

PURCHASE
TICKETS ONLINE

SRQSB2.COM
$35/PERSON

REGISTRATION AND BREAKFAST 
OPEN  7:15AM |  PROGRAM  7:30AM

THE FRANCIS, 1289 NORTH PALM AVENUE; DOWNTOWN SARASOTA 

FOR DATES AND TOPICS, VISIT US ONLINE  |  SRQSB2.COM

SB2 IS A BIMONTHLY REGIONAL SYMPOSIUM SERIES PRODUCED BY SRQ MEDIA, 
PUBLISHERS OF SRQ MAGAZINE AND SRQ DAILY. 

ANNOUNCING A 
NEW SEASON OF 
LIVELY REGIONAL 
CONVERSATION

TOP REGIONAL LEADERS | MODERATED PANEL FORMAT 
GUEST KEYNOTE SPEAKER | DEDICATED AUDIENCE Q&A

SERIES SPONSORS

TRANSFORM YOUR A.M.
Share. Illuminate. Collaborate.

JOIN SRQ | THE MAGAZINE FOR A SERIES 
OF DYNAMIC SYMPOSIUMS ON KEY REGIONAL ISSUES

We invite you to join us for lively conversation on key trends in economic, 
philanthropic, cultural, tourist, community, education and business 

development issues in Sarasota and Bradenton.

 SEPT., 22, 2016
GOOD GROWTH:

Drivers of the 
Regional Economy

NOV. 17, 2016
GOOD COAST:
A Good Place to 
Work, Live, Play 

and Give

JAN. 26, 2017
GOOD 

EDUCATION:
Innovative Learning 

for a Lifetime

MARCH 30, 2017
GOOD CULTURE:
Burgeoning Arts

 MAY 18, 2017
GOOD VISITORS:

Catalyzing Our 
Tourism Economy

JULY 27, 2017
GOOD HAND:

Building Capacity 
in Our Independent 

Sector 

PURCHASE
TICKETS ONLINE

SRQSB2.COM
$35/PERSON

JOIN US IN SEPT – NOV – JAN – MARCH  – MAY – JULY   |   BREAKFASTS AT THE FRANCIS 
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Follies
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Buffalo

The  1940’s
Radio Hour

Singin’
In The Rain

Funny
Girl

838 N. TAMIAMI TRL
SARASOTA, FL 34236
941.365.2494
THEPLAYERS.ORG
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A SPECTACULAR VIEW
of Sarasota

 700 John Ringling Blvd • Sarasota, Florida 34236 
(941) 365-2600 • www.PlymouthHarbor.org

A Not-For-Profit Continuing Care Retirement Community (CCRC) / OIR #88039  

Call Today to Schedule a Personal Tour

Once you’ve seen Plymouth Harbor and meet 
the people who call it home, you will change 
the way you think about your future.
Our view on whole person wellness combined 
with all of the thoughtful services and amenities 
that are part of the Plymouth Harbor lifestyle 
allow you to focus on the activities and interests 
you enjoy most. All in a setting that looks like a 
first-class resort, but feels just like home.
Come see for yourself – and get a fresh 
perspective on retirement living. Call us today 
for a tour of our award-winning campus, luxury 
accommodations and amenities.

A  S P E C TA C U L A R  V I E W  O F  R E T I R E M E N T
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$500+ Patron

Karen & Robert MacKey

Robert Moist

Richard Walden

$100+ Sponsor

Bruce Ballard

Marc & Nancy Bazilian

Bernard Berkman

Barbara Blackburn

Murray Bring

Sandra Brinker

Irene And Alec Cass

Richard Chais

Adrienne & Carmine 
Cipolla

Robert Copeland

Kathy & Philip Dierstein

Lawrence English

Robert Fechtor

Gerald Fickenscher

Gordon Finman

Michele Glazer

Sheila Goldblatt 

Robert Goree

Anne Hager Rudy

Judith Handelman

Kathryn Harvey

Jack & Mary Hawes

Malcolm Hay

Christine Heider

Jack Heller

Herbert Hurwitz

Joel Kaplan

Kerry Kirschner

Harriet Lane

Stuart Lefkowich

Mark & Donna Lockhart

Humbert Lucarelli

Thomas MacDonald

William Marcus

Mary McFate

Robert Nagel

Irving & Marilyn 
Naiditch

Alan Papernick

Michael Rayfield

Elkan Ries

Aaron Rosenberg

Barbara Rosin

Robert Ross Jr.

Paul Russell

Barry Safir

Joan Sarney

Richard Sauter

Werner Schuele

Richard Seidel Sr.

Robert & Ruth 
Stoppert

Jim & Joan Symons

Dawn Thomas

William Vanduzer

Vanessa Wassenar

Friends of SILL Honor Roll

Joan & Jerry Wexler 
Family Foundation

Ellen Wood

George Wood

Gary & Sandra Yakes

Geri Yonover

$50+ Friend

Deborah Abbott

Jacinta Abbott

Sumner Alpert

Alexandra Armstrong

Brian Baxter

Robert Bayer

Gale Bell

David Bloom

Louise Bonanno

Robert Burgess

Judith Burgis

James Card

Helen Charash

Byron Clay

Richard Cook

James Decorpo

Anita Delekto

Diana Dibari

Irwin Eisenfeld

Douglas Engebretson

Adrianne Erfert

Dean & Anne 

Estabrook

Jean & Gregory 

Farrington

Rosalind & Warren Foer

Walter Frank

Jean & Michael Freed

James Freedman

Ann Friedman

Mary Alice Gagnon

Elizabeth Gallick

Marvin & Phyllis 
Goldblatt

Lynn Goldbloom

Samuel Gotoff

David Halpin

Robert & Delsa Hirsch

Thomas Johnson

Donald Kallman

Kyle Kerbawy

William Kimbell Jr

Angela King

Richard Klein

Ruthanne Koffman

Mary Jane Kornacki

Robert Kupczak

Elliott Lyon

Sanford MacKman

Mike Mahon

Joel & Carolyn Mangel

Robin Mann

Jack & Bernice Meyers

Barbara Morley

Susan Newmark

Stanley Pelletz

Nancy Port

Steven Quick

Elaine Ralph

Harriet & Ray Resnick

Elyse Rogers

Warner Rosenthal

Jack Rossen

Sheldon & Lynne 
Sandman

Marjorie Sandy

Richard Schacht

Marilyn Schneider

Marilyn Schwartz

Samuel Seager

Karen Selwyn

Myron Serling

Steve & Joan Shuster

Susan Silton

Lynn Simmons

Jean Stewart

Alan Stone 

Wolf Strehlow

Wayne Strife

Jack Sullivan

Jacqueline Vlaming

Bruce Wechsler

Bob White

Robert White

Douglas Wright

Denise Zechman

Roberta Zimmerman

Stephan Zumsteg

SILL is a volunteer organization, totally funded by ticket sales, the 
support of institutional sponsors and the generous contributions from 
its friends.

We want to thank the many Friends of SILL whose names appear below 
for helping us to maintain the high quality and reasonable cost of our 
programs.

The listing is for donations received between 7/1/16 and 6/30/17.

Although space constraints only allow acknowledgement of contribu-
tions at and above the $50 level in this booklet, all contributions are 
gratefully appreciated.

Tax deductible donations to SILL can be added to the “Friends of SILL” 
line at the bottom of your order form. Donations may also be given to 
a SILL board member at any lecture or you may mail your check to:

SILL Registrar, Box 219, 8499 S. Tamiami Trail,Sarasota, FL 34238

Thank you for being a Friend of SILL.

Friends of SILL
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Other Notes
SERIES TICKETS

The purchase of a $85 series ticket entitles the holder to attend 
all of the lectures in that series. It cannot be used for lectures in 
other series. All ticket sales are final. To order tickets using a check, see 
Order Form on page G36 To order tickets using your credit card, go to 
our website: www.sillsarasota.org

SINGLE DAY ADMISSIONS
Daily tickets to all lectures are $10 at the door. Payment may be made
by cash or check only.

LECTURE RECORDINGS
Flash drives and compact discs of all of the Sarasota lectures are 
available for $10 each. You can order past, present, and future lectures 
in the lobby at the end of each lecture. Also available are box sets of 12 
lectures of your choice for $85.

ASSISTIVE LISTENING
Wireless hearing enhancement systems are available free of charge at
First United Methodist Church and the Venice Community Center on a 
first come, first served basis. Your driver’s license or credit card will be
retained until the receiver is returned at the end of the lecture.

Sarasota Institute of Lifetime Learning
Box 219, 8499 S Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34230 941-365-6404 

www.sillsarasota.org

Any views, information and/or other content expressed or made available by 
any SILL speaker are those of the speaker and are not necessarily those of SILL.

* Former SILL Board President

DIRECTORS

Roy Turrett
1924 - 2017

Roy was a Board member for 10 years and an active 
recruiter of speakers and organizer of topics for international 
lectures.  He headed the Global Issues Program Committee 
for a number of years.  Roy had a keen interest in public 
affairs, an inquiring mind, and was relentless in his pursuit 
of speakers.

Dr. Frances 
Smith-Williams

Dr. Mustafa Yilmaz	

In Memorium

Join intelligence officials, diplomats, media and 
academic experts for the 2018 conference at the 
USF – St. Petersburg University Student Center. 

Admission and parking are free.

Sign up today:
StPetersburgInTheWorld.com

St. Petersburg Conference on World Affairs 
St. Petersburg, Florida:
February 21-23, 2018

For more speaker and topic details visit our website
www.sillsarasota.org

941-365-6404
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Overview
It’s truly with mixed emotions that I write this 
overview of our 2018 Season of SILL’s Music 
Mondays, the first since 2003 without the 
smiling face and voice of June LeBell. June 
lost her five-year battle with ovarian cancer 
last April, shortly after we had completed the 
lineup of guests for this season.  After serving 
as Co-Producer of SILL’S Music Mondays for 
eight seasons, I’ve been handed the torch to 
continue, and SILL has designated this as the 
“June LeBell Memorial Season of Music Mondays.”

That title is very appropriate since this year’s guests for our Musical 
Conversations are a combination of June’s friends and colleagues, 
newcomers and established artists, and some completely new to 
Sarasota.

Our opener is Bruce Adolphe, the “Piano Puzzler” from NPR, who is 
also a composer and has written a special  piece in memory of June. 
Bruce happens to have a parrot which sings Mozart’s “Queen of the 
Night” Aria. While we can’t hear it in person, we hope to have a video.   
Young Concert Artists, together with Artist Series Concerts of Sarasota 
has provided us with three outstanding young talents, including pianist 
JI, who appeared in that famous TV commercial for Android.  Each will 
present a formal recital for ASC, but on SILL’s Music Mondays you’ll 
really get to know them.

Returning are some favorites - collaborative pianist Warren Jones, 
saxophonist Ashu, and Dan Jordan and John Miller from the Sarasota 
Orchestra.  Two operatic stars, Rafael Davila, long a Sarasota Opera 
favorite and Justino Diaz, who opened the “New” Metropolitan Opera 
House, will appear, as will rising star Jenny Kim-Godfrey, soprano.

In honor and tribute to the Leonard Bernstein Centennial Year, his 
daughter Jamie Bernstein will return, full of stories and with a video or 
two to help us celebrate this special anniversary of a great musician.

So that’s our lineup for the 2018 “June LeBell Memorial Season” of 
SILL’S Music Mondays, and we look forward to sharing them all with 
you, especially for June!

Edward Alley
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Please flip the brochure for information on the Global Issues series

MUSIC MONDAYS
12 Lectures  January 8 - March 26, 10:30 am 

Church of the Palms, 3224 Bee Ridge Road

GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES I
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First United Methodist Church, 104 S. Pineapple Ave.

GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES II
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Music Mondays Series
Musical Conversations

Sarasota/Venice Program
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– JANUARY 8 –
Bruce Adolphe, composer-pianist You will know Bruce from his ap-
pearances on NPR’s “Performance Today” as the Piano Puzzler. But he’s 
also one of the country’s top music lecturers and composers.

– JANUARY 15 –
Warren Jones, collaborative pianist and coach Much more than an 
“accompanist”, Warren’s playing was called “exquisite” by the New 
York Times, and he has performed and partnered with many of the 
world’s best-known artists such as Stephanie Blythe, Dame Kiri Te 
Kanawa, Samuel Ramey, Kathleen Battle, and Marilyn Horne. See 
and hear how he transforms the meaning of “accompanying” to true 
collaboration with his performing artists.

– JANUARY 22 –
Bella Hristova, violinist Acclaimed for her passionate, powerful perfor-
mances and beautiful sound, Bella Hristova is a young musician with 
a growing international career. Winner of many awards including the 
Avery Fisher Career Grant, she has performed at Lincoln Center, Carn-
egie Hall, and with numerous orchestras throughout the world. Her SILL 
debut should not be missed. 

– JANUARY 29 –
Rafael Davila, tenor Long a favorite with the Sarasota Opera, Davila’s 
career is now in full ascent with performances with Chicago Lyric, 
Washington National Opera, and a stunning debut at the MET as Don 
José in “Carmen” on only 1 ½ hours notice! Be sure to attend his first 
appearance for Music Mondays, learn about the life of an opera singer 
and hear his glorious voice live.

– FEBRUARY 5 –
Ji, pianist Ji has been praised from a young age for his compelling 
musical presence and impressive technique. He has been featured with 
most major symphony orchestras and he is the star of that national 
Android TV commercial featuring a piano tuned so that each pitch plays 
middle C. This is his first appearance on Music Mondays, and shouldn’t 
be missed. 

– FEBRUARY 19 –
John Miller, bassist John is more than just another face behind that 
big bass fiddle. Principal bass player of the Sarasota Orchestra, John 
is witty, intellectual, and a great interview, especially when he demon-
strates and performs live. And he plays jazz, too.

– FEBRUARY 26 –
Daniel Jordan, violinist Probably the best known violinist in Sarasota, 
Daniel Jordan has been concertmaster of the Sarasota Orchestra since 
1998. He is also the Principal 2nd Violin of the Santa Fe Opera Or-
chestra. Dan will show and tell us about important factors in selecting 
violins and bows and differences among them, together with musical 
illustrations.

– MARCH 5 –
Narek Arutyunian, clarinetist Now only 25, Narek was already an 
international prize winner at the age of 16, and since then he has 
performed to vast adjectives of praise all over the world. The Wash-
ington Post called him “an artist who reaches passionate depths with 
seemingly effortless technical prowess and beguiling sensitivity”. His 
appearance on Music Mondays is definitely a “must see”. 

– MARCH 12 –
Jenny Kim-Godfrey, soprano Jenny has already endeared herself to 
audiences with her lovely tone and engaging stage presence. She was 
featured with the Choral Artists of Sarasota on at least two occasions 
and brings her lovely voice and bubbly personality to Music Mondays 
for her first solo appearance. 

– FEBRUARY 12 –
Justino Diaz, baritone Justino starred with Leontyne Price in the open-
ing performance of the new MET in Lincoln Center, and has since sung 
all over the world, including Franco Zeffirelli’s movie of Verdi’s “Otello” 
and “Callas Forever.” He has also served as Artistic Director of the 
Pablo Casals Festival in Puerto Rico.

Sarasota 10:30 am - Church of the Palms
Venice 3:00 pm - Venice Presbyterian Church

– MARCH 19 –
Jamie Bernstein, narrator and lecturer The illustrious daughter 
of Leonard Bernstein, a musician in her own right as well as music 
commentator, writer, and radio personality is making a special return 
visit to SILL in commemoration of her father’s centennial year. She will 
bring us stories galore and some interesting videos of his work. 

– MARCH 26 –
Ashu, saxophonist Ashu has developed a trailblazing career as the first 
and only full-time concert saxophone soloist. He has repeatedly defied 
conventions by winning major international awards and competitions 
traditionally won by pianists and violinists. Ashu created such a sensa-
tion on his first visit to SILL, we invited him back for a return appear-
ance.

For more speaker and topic details visit our website
www.sillsarasota.org

941-365-6404
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Bruce Adolphe
Composer Bruce Adolphe is the “Piano Puzzler” 
on American Public Media’s Performance Today 
hosted by Fred Child. A cross between Car Talk and 
Will Shortz’s Puzzles, Bruce and Fred talk infor-
mally about the musical issues raised by Adophe’s 
comic compositions. He is also resident lecturer 
and director of family concerts for The Chamber 
Music Society of Lincoln Center, where he intro-

duces every concert from the stage of Alice Tully Hall. 

Adolphe is composer-in-residence at the Brain and Creativity Institute 
in LA, artistic director of Off the Hook Arts in Colorado, and creative 
director of the Learning Maestros. Performers of Bruce’s music include 
Yo-Yo Ma, Itzhak Perlman, Joshua Bell, Daniel Hope, Fabio Luisi, Bren-
tano Quartet, and 60 orchestras worldwide. Bruce is the author of three 
books, including The Mind’s Ear (OUP). He has recorded for Sony and 
Naxos, and is a Fellow of the Salzburg Global Seminar. His first visit to 
Music Mondays was in 2012.

Narek Arutyunian
Although only in his mid-twenties, Armenian born 
Narek Arutuyunian is already enjoying an inter-
national career. He has performed extensively in 
Australia, Asia, and in Europe, and he has also 
appeared with the Moscow Virtuosi Chamber 
Orchestra and the Moscow State symphony. Per-
formances in the U.S. include the Orchestra of St. 
Luke’s at Alice Tully Hall, the Boston Pops, and 

numerous regional orchestras. His growing prominence also includes 
a number of educational outreach programs in New York City’s public 
schools and around the country. 

A winner of the Young Concert Artist auditions, he has given debut recit-
als in the Merkin Concert Hall and the Kennedy Center to rave reviews. 
He is currently completing his Master’s Degree at the Manhattan 
School of Music where he is studying with Charles Neidich (also faculty 
of the Sarasota Music Festival). His playing “reaches passionate depths 
with seemingly effortless technical prowess and beguiling sensitivity” 
(Washington Post). He will also be appearing in solo recital for Artist 
Series Concerts. Come meet him at SILL, learn about his career and 
hear him play.

Ashu
The Chicago Tribune said that Ashu is “just as 
much fun to watch as it is to listen to him.” Ashu 
is only in his late-20s, but this concert saxophon-
ist has garnered more international awards and 
competitions than there is room to name. He 
has defied convention by winning competitions 
usually won by pianists and violinists, including 
first Prize in the Musical Olympus International 

Festival Audience Award in St Petersburg, Russia. He made his recital 
debut at Carnegie Hall, and, when he was 16, made his concerto debut 
at DAR Constitution Hall in Washington, D.C. In the years since then, 
he has appeared world-wide, from Azerbajian and Canada, to Munich, 
France, and Vienna.

With a growing demand from major orchestras around the world, his 
recent concerto invitations include the Vienna Chamber Orchestra, St. 
Petersburg Chamber Philharmonic, Montreal Chamber Orchestra, and 
the Cape Town Philharmonic. Recent recital engagements in the U.S. 
include the Ravinia Festival, Kravis Center, and Performance Santa Fe 
Series. His first SILL appearance in 2016 was such a crowd pleaser that 
his return almost seems overdue.

Jamie Bernstein
Jamie Bernstein grew up in an atmosphere burst-
ing with music, theater, and literature. Her father, 
Leonard Bernstein, together with her mother, the 
pianist and actress Felicia Montealegre, created 
a spontaneous, brilliant household that turned 
Jamie into a lifelong cultural enthusiast. Jamie has 
traveled the world as a concert narrator, appearing 
everywhere from Beijing to Vancouver. In addition 

to her own scripted narrations, she’s performed many of the standards 
including Walton’s “Facade,” Copland’s “A Lincoln Portrait,” and her 
father’s “Kaddish” symphony.

A frequent speaker on musical topics, she is a broadcaster and, for 
several seasons, hosted the New York Philharmonic’s live national 
broadcasts. Her enthusiasm is infectious and her knowledge of music 
and musicians encyclopedic. Her return to Music Mondays is in special 
tribute to the Leonard Bernstein Centennial Year of 2018.

For more speaker and topic details visit our website
www.sillsarasota.org

941-365-6404
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Justino Diaz
When Barber’s opera “Anthony and Cleopatra” 
opened the Metropolitan Opera in New York’s Lin-
coln Center, Bass-Baritone Justino Diaz sang the 
role of Anthony opposite the Cleopatra of Leontyne 
Price. Only 26, Diaz was certainly no newcomer 
to the stage. Puerto Rico born and trained, he 
had made his Met debut in 1963 after training in 
Puerto Rico and Boston’s New England Conserva-

tory, and tours with the Goldovsky Opera Theater.

Diaz has sung in most major opera houses of the world, including La 
Scala, Milan, Royal Opera House in Covent Garden, Teatro Colón in Bue-
nos Aires, and Barcelona’s Gran Teatre del Liceu. He was Iago to Placido 
Domingo’s Otello in the film of Verdi’s opera by Franco Zeffirelli and 
Escamillo in the Herbert Von Karajan film of Bizet’s “Carmen”. He was 
a frequent participant in the annual Casals Festival in Puerto Rico and 
later was its Artistic Director for six years. He now lives in San Juan and 
this is his first visit to Music Mondays.

Rafael Davila
Rafael Davila, longtime favorite of the Sarasota 
Opera, is now charming sopranos and winning 
audiences worldwide as his career goes steadily 
upward. In the past few seasons alone he has 
performed all over the world with engagements 
including Venice, Barcelona, Netherlands, and 
New Zealand. In the U.S., he has sung for the Chi-
cago Lyric Opera, Washington National Opera, and 

the Metropolitan Opera, where he sang the role of Don José in “Car-
men” on only 1 1/2 hours notice on the production’s opening night.

With a repertoire of over 60 operatic roles and oratorios, he is an 
extremely busy fellow. Hailing from Puerto Rico, he received his musi-
cal training at the Puerto Rico Conservatory of Music and the University 
of Texas in Austin. His visit to Music Mondays is literally sandwiched 
between engagements on two of his “free” travel days, and you will 
be able to meet him, hear him talk about his life and career, and hear 
him sing live!

Joseph Holt
Now in his eighth season as Artistic Director of 
the Choral Artists of Sarasota (formerly Gloria 
Musicae), Sarasota’s professional chorus, Dr. 
Joseph Holt enjoys a wide-ranging career as con-
ductor, pianist, chamber musician, arts administra-
tor, educator, arranger, and interviewer.

Before Sarasota, he served for 20 years as 
principal pianist with the U.S. Army Chorus in Washington, D.C., 
performing for U.S. Presidents and other dignitaries. He was Associate 
Music Director of the Choral Arts Society of Washington for 15 years 
and led them in the annual Family Christmas Concerts at the Kennedy 
Center.

In addition, Joe Holt is now the Artistic Director of the ever popular 
Artist Series Concerts of Sarasota, engaging performers for their var-
ied series. SILL’s Music Mondays is proud to continue its collaboration 
with ASC, bringing several artists each season for full recitals on its 
series as well as Musical Conversations on Music Mondays at SILL, 
where they are interviewed and perform in both Sarasota and Venice 
sessions, in yet another growing collaboration to bring you both 
classical concerts and classic conversation.

Bella Hristova
Widely acclaimed for her passionate, powerful 
performances, beautiful sound, and compelling 
command of her instrument, violinist Bella Hris-
tova is a young musician with a growing interna-
tional career. Combining a mix of concerto, recital 
and chamber music performances, as well as 
educational outreach, she is indeed a very busy 
performer.

Born in Bulgaria to Russian and Bulgarian parents, she began her violin 
study at the age of 6 and at 12 participated in Master Classes at Salz-
burg’s Mozarteum. Later she attended the Curtis Institute of Music and 
received her Artist Diploma from Indiana University. She is the recipient 
of many prizes including Young Concert Artists International Auditions, 
the Avery Fisher Career Grant, and performs frequently with the Cham-
ber Music Society of Lincoln Center.

She is also appearing in full recital for the Artist Series Concerts prior to 
her first visit to SILL’s Music Mondays.

For more speaker and topic details visit our website
www.sillsarasota.org

941-365-6404



M11M10

Warren Jones
Pianist Warren Jones enjoys a notably eclectic 
career that has taken him to virtually every cor-
ner of the musical world. He performs with some 
of today’s best-known artists: Stephanie Blythe, 
Anthony Dean Griffey, and Eric Owens. In the past 
he has partnered with such great performers as 
Marilyn Horne, Kathleen Battle, Samuel Ramey, 

Tatiana Troyanos, Judith Blegen, and James Morris. He is a long-time 
faculty member of the Manhattan School of Music and Music Academy 
of the West and was selected as “Collaborative Pianist of the Year” in 
2010 by Musical America.

He has performed at State Dinners at the White House and received a 
Doctor of Music Degree from the San Francisco Conservatory of Music. 
He has made over thirty recordings on every major label in a wide 
range of repertory. Also a conductor, he has led performances for Hous-
ton Grand Opera, Tri-Cities Opera, and Music Academy of the West. In 
January 2018 he returns to Carnegie Hall in New York for “The Song 
Continues”, a Gala Concert honoring Marilyn Horne. He first appeared 
on SILL’s Music Mondays in 2012.

Ji
Ji has been praised from a young age for his 
compelling musical presence and impressive 
technique. He began playing the piano at age 
five and at the age of ten, he was the young-
est pianist to win the New York Philharmonic’s 
Young Artist’s Competition, which resulted in 
an Avery Fisher Hall performance under Mae-
stro Kurt Masur. A winner of the 2012 Young 

Concert Artists International Auditions, he has since given recit-
als and outreach programs throughout the United States, all to rave 
reviews, and he has been a featured soloist with most major sym-
phony orchestras. Ji was the star of a national Android TV commer-
cial, performing Beethoven’s Moonlight Sonata on two pianos, one with 
the usual 88 pitches and one tuned so each key plays a middle C. 

He will also appear in a full recital this season for the Artist Series con-
certs. This is his first appearance on Music Mondays, and it shouldn’t 
be missed.

Daniel Jordan
Probably the best known violinist in Sarasota, 
Daniel Jordan has been concertmaster of the 
Sarasota Orchestra since 1998. In addition 
he is also Principal Second Violin of the Santa 
Fe Opera Orchestra, and has played in the 
violin sections of the St. Louis Symphony, Naples 
Philharmonic, Florida Orchestra, and the New World 
Symphony as well as frequent appearances with 

the Sarasota Music Festival.

He is a graduate of the Cleveland Institute of Music and the Interlochen 
Arts Academy. Dan has twice returned to serve as concertmaster of 
the New World Symphony in their alumni concerts. He plays the ex 
Humphreys 1695 Peter Guarneri of Mantua, and his bow is a Dominique 
Peccatte, both on loan from the Steinwachs Family Foundation. Dan is 
married to Sarasota Orchestra violinist Chung-yon Hong and the very 
proud father of five year old Spencer.

About Our ArtistsAbout Our Artists

Jenny Kim-Godfrey
A relative newcomer to the Gulf Coast musical 
scene, Korean-American soprano Jenny Kim-God-
frey is being hailed as “a fearless and confident 
performer with a beautiful high voice and excel-
lent flexibility” (Virginia Zeani) She is a Master’s 
graduate of Indiana University’s Jacobs School 
of Music and performed with virtually all of their 
musical groups. She has performed with the New 

York Summer Music Festival, the Catskill Choral Society, and the Jack-
sonville Symphony Orchestra.

She was featured by the Choral Artists of Sarasota in their premiere 
of Libby Larsen’s chamber opera, as soloist in last season’s Poulenc 
“Gloria”, and will return for two more appearances with them this sea-
son, including a program featuring her guitarist-husband, Dr. Jonathan 
Godfrey. Kim-Godfrey is a prizewinner in South Korea’s National Vocal 
competition, the Long Island Symphony Concerto Competition, and was 
recently a dual grand prize winner of both the St. Petersburg Opera Idol 
and the Sun City Center Opera Idol competitions. This will be her first 
solo appearance on SILL’s Music Mondays.

For more speaker and topic details visit our website
www.sillsarasota.org

941-365-6404
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John Miller
John Miller was born in Hampton, VA and began 
his career as principal double bassist with the 
Sarasota Orchestra in 1993. He holds a Bachelor 
of Music degree from James Madison University 
and a Master’s degree in Music from the Peabody 
Conservatory. Before coming to Sarasota, he was 
a Fellow of the renowned New World Symphony. 

John is known to Sarasota audiences as the smilingly serious bassist 
whose good looks and charm seem even taller than his bass fiddle. 
But, in addition to his musicianship and charisma, he is very much a 
family man who loves golf, fishing, running, and most of all, spending 
time with his family.

According to his bio with the Sarasota Orchestra, his dream is to “raise 
happy, healthy, well-adjusted kids.” He also has his own jazz combo 
which is heard in many venues in and surrounding Sarasota. For some-
one who wanted to be a rock star, John is one of our more serious and 
dedicated musicians. Our SILL audience can look forward to hearing 
how this virtuoso bass player merges his family life with that of a busy 
working musician-in both talk and performance.

M13M12

Robert Sherman 
Best known for his long years at WQXR and Ford-
ham University’s WFUV, Robert Sherman produces 
and hosts weekly series at both stations, respec-
tively the Young Artists Showcase, heading for 
its 40th anniversary in January, and the multiple 
award-winning folk program “Woody’s Children”, 
marking its 49th birthday that same month. 

For more than forty years, Sherman was a music 
critic and columnist for The New York Times, and 

for nearly twenty served on the graduate faculty of The Juilliard School. 
Co-author of The Smart Guide to Classical Music and two best-selling 
books with Victor Borge, he also joined with his brother Alexander to 
compile a pictorial biography of their celebrated mother, pianist Nadia 
Reisenberg.

Robert Sherman has also served as concert narrator for such esteemed 
ensembles as Canadian Brass, The U.S. Military Academy (West Point) 
Band, and the Greenwich Symphony, premiering works by William 
Bolcom, John Corigliano, Issachar Miron, Dina Pruzhansky 
and,upcoming in May of 2018, Grigory Smirnov.

Photo credit:
Steven J. Sherman

SILL’S Music Mondays series is produced and organized by 
Edward Alley with the assistance of the following advisors:

Joseph Holt  (see page M9 for full bio)

Marilyn Horne, one of the world’s greatest mezzo-sopranos, is also the 
founder of the Marilyn Horne Foundation (now known as the Marilyn 
Horne Legacy at Carnegie Hall), exploring the art of song.  Through her 
Foundation, she has assisted and encouraged some of today’s great-
est singers, and we are proud to be able to share some of these art-
ists, hand-selected by Ms. Horne, with our audiences on SILL’s Music 
Mondays.

Daniel Jordan, (see page M11 for full bio).  Dan makes a rare appear-
ance on SILL’s Music Mondays on February 26th.

Joy McIntyre, a much sought-after voice teacher and music 
pedagogue, has had a major singing career in Europe and teaching in 
America. She is a past president of SILL.

Robert Sherman (see page M12 for full bio)

Susan Wadsworth established Young Concert Artists in 1961.  YCA is 
dedicated to discovering and launching the careers of extraordinary 
young musicians, and has been very successful, including soprano 
Dawn Upshaw, violinist Pinchas Zucherman and pianists Richard 
Goode, Emmanuel Ax, and Murray Perahia among its most successful 
alumni. 

Music Advisory Board

SILL’s Music Mondays is pleased to collaborate 
with Young Concert Artists in New York 

and Artist Series Concerts of Sarasota to present 
the finest in early and mid-career performers to our audiences.
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OF SARASOTA

Unique,  l i ve  mus ica l  events  tha t
Enter ta in ,  Engage and Inspire 

–  U P C O M I N G  P E R F O R M A N C E S  –
JANUARY
21 “Young Concert Artists International”
 Bella Hristova, violin & Amy Yang, piano
      (Featured on MUSIC MONDAY January 22) 
25 “Corda Voce” Jenny Kim-Godfrey, soprano &
 Jonathan Godfrey, guitar
28 “Tango!!” – Pablo Ziegler Quartet for New Tango
FEBRUARY
10 & 11 “King of Ragtime Writers - Scott Joplin”
 Richard Dowling, piano 
18 “The Celluloid Guitar” – Katona Twins, guitar  
25 “Global Jazz & Exotic Chamber Music”
 Mr. Ho’s Orchestrotica 
MARCH
4 “Young Concert Artists International”
 Narek Arutyunian, clarinet & Steven Beck, piano
 (Featured on MUSIC MONDAY March 5)  
17 & 18 “From Broadway to Hollywood”
 Richard Glazier, piano
22 “Principally Brahms”
 violin/horn/cello/clarinet/piano 

Locations, times, and prices vary - details at
www.art istser iesconcerts.org

or cal l  941.306.1202 (M-F,  10-4)

MUSIC MONDAY TICKET HOLDERS – SAVE 
$5 PER TICKET USE ORDER CODE – MM5

June began her career in 1973 at WQXR, the nation’s largest and 
oldest commercial classical music radio station, being the first female 
announcer in this field in the country. She remained at WQXR for 
almost 30 years, garnering more than 18 major awards for outstanding 
broadcasts, and hosting, writing and producing special programs 
with such sponsors as IBM, ITT, Tourneau, and various airlines and 
restaurants. She also hosted and narrated live presentations with 
the New York Philharmonic, The Marilyn Horne Foundation, New York 
City Opera, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, MET Opera, Whitney, 
Guggenheim, Lincoln Center, the 92nd Street Y, Kosciuszko Foundation, 
and Carnegie Hall. June wrote for newspapers and magazines including 
The New York Times, Ovation, Gourmet, and Stagebill.  

She received a First Place award from the Florida Press Association for 
her reviews in The Observer and was presented a lifetime achievement 
award by the Broadcasters Association of Florida. She authored  Kitchen 
Classics from the Philharmonic, published by Doubleday, a classical 
music-themed cookbook with illustrations by Al Hirschfeld. She served 
on numerous arts boards as an advisor or active director, from the 
Curtis Institute’s Board of Overseers to the New York Philharmonic 
Council, the Richard Tucker Foundation, SILL, SCA’s Great Performers, 
and Gloria Musicae.

Musically, June was a graduate of New York’s High School of Music and 
Art, the Mannes College of Music, a student of Martial Singher, and the 
Hartt College of Music. She won several scholarships and vocal awards, 
and appeared in operas and recitals at venues from Carnegie Hall to 
Lincoln Center. She was a soprano soloist in Manhattan at Temple 
Emanuel, First Presbyterian, Resurrection, and Marble Collegiate 
Church, where she was a long-time member.

After an early retirement, June moved to Sarasota, Florida, where she 
wrote and hosted “June LeBell’s Musical Conversations,” a weekly 
series for WSMR Public Radio, featuring noted international musicians 
in conversation and performance.  Her guests included internationally 
renowned musicians and performers, from Marilyn Horne and Leonard 
Slatkin to Dick Hyman.  

She is survived by husband Edward Alley, a sister, two nephews and 
numerous cousins. 

June LeBell
1944 - 2017

I N  M E M O R I A M
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2017-2018 Season – six concerts
Choral Classics

Information & tickets at www.ChoralArtistsSarasota.org
or call 941.387.4900

Joseph Holt, Artistic Director

Royal
Philharmonic 

Orchestra
Jan. 11 • 7:30 p.m. 

Van Wezel

Cleveland Orchestra
Jan. 29 • 7:30 p.m. • Van Wezel

Gil Shaham, violin
 Akira Eguchi, piano

Feb. 21 • 7:30 p.m. • Van Wezel

Staatskapelle Weimar
Feb. 26 • 7:30 p.m. • Van Wezel

Takács String Quartet
March 16 • 7:30 p.m. • Riverview  PAC

Emanuel Ax, piano
April 3 • 7:30 p.m. • Van Wezel
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Sarasota Concert Association

941-225-6500
www.scasarasota.org

GREAT PERFORMERSSERIES

2018

Bringing You
World Renowned Musicians

MASTERWORKS SERIES
FEB 17 •  Haydn’s Mass in Time of War  & Beethoven’s Choral Fantasy w Jeffrey Biegel
APR 27 • Tomorrow’s Voices Today w Riverview, Booker & Sarasota High School Choirs 

CHAMBER SINGERS
MAR 10 • French Impressions – 100th Anniversary of Claude Debussy 

SPECIAL EVENTS
FEB 15 • Cocktails with Pianist Jeffrey Biegel  
MAR 23, 24, 25 • Cirque des Voix® Music of Danny Elfman  Sarasota Big Top, Nathan Benderson Park

For more information or to purchase tickets visit   KeyChorale.org  •  941.921.4845

$3 Online ticket discount code: SILL  
(N/A to Cirque des Voix)
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Tickets $15, $20, $25
825 The Rialto | Venice, FL 34285

VeniceCommunityConcert.com | 941-488-5525

HECTOR 
OLIVERA

Fri, March 16 
@ 7:00

KAREN & 
CHRIS ROMIG
Fri, Feb 16 @ 7:00

CRAIG WILLIAMS
Organist and Choirmaster
of West Point Cadet Chapel USMA
Sat, Jan 27 @ 3:00

THE KINGS BRASS
Sat, Dec 9 @ 3pm and 7pm

Sunday Service, Dec 10 @ 9am & 11am

2017-2018 SEASON LINEUP

Concert Series
Venice Community

TM

Anu Tali, 
Music Director

BE 
INSPIRED

“It had to happen: being tasked 
to review a concert that is so 
close to PERFECTION as to defy 

criticism.” 
       – Richard Storm,

   Herald Tribune

2017-2018 
           SEASON

Get the best 
seats before 
they’re gone. 

SarasotaOrchestra.org  |  941-953-3434

Anu Tali, 
Music Director


